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The Lesson Pilat 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Just to show how much there is in a single issue of 
the Times, the Editor once got up an article that wove 
together into a workable teaching-plan the best things 
from the various lesson-writers. He has had to keep it up 
evérsince! In addition to being a time-saver and guide- 
board, the ‘ Pilot,’’ every week, suggests how to get 
started in class,—often the hardest part of the teaching. 





The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A successful iron-manufacturer who teaches a class of 
a hundred men Sunday mornings, another class in the 
afternoon, and superintends two Sunday-schools, has 
learned how to put Bible truth in a masculine, red-blooded 
way that gets held. His every-week column in the 
Times is doing a new thing for men’s classes. They 
can’t get away from his sledge-hammer blows for truth. 


N the eve of its Fiftieth Birthday The Sunday 
School Times invites its readers to look over 
its program for 1909,—Golden Jubilee Year. 

On this page are briefly described the every-week 
helps, for the new year, to the study and teaching of 
the International Lessons. Did the paper offer noth- 
ing else, its value to the Bible student and Sunday- 
school worker would be beyond reckoning. It is 
probable that there has never before been attempted 
in a single periodical any such assembling of brilliant 
intellect, consecrated ability, and tested method, on 
every week’s lesson, as this page announces. Yet it 
represents only a fraction of the Times’ contents for 
next year, as the following pages show. 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D. D., LL. D. 


Those troublesome but highly important questions as 
to the geography, history, date, persons of the lesson, 
intervening events, parallel passages, and many a puzzle 
in the meaning of the text, will be safely taken care of. 
next year by a member of the American Revision Com- 
mittee. A Bible dictionary is scarcely needed with Pro- 
fessor Riddle’s column before you. 











The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


By Delavan L. Pierson 


Everybody knows that missions ought to be taught in 
the Sunday-school ; but few know how to do it. So the 
Times engaged the Managing Editor of ‘‘ The Mission- 
aty Review of the World ’’ to show us how; and he has 
succeeded better than any one believed possible. His 
missionary illustrations are irresistible ; his teaching sug- 
gestions can be used effectively in every class. 





From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


There are not many Sunday-school superintendents 
who are able to review the lesson in from three to five 
minutes in a way that s¢ays with the school. Mr. How- 
ard’s brief message, every week, is unique in that it 
really shows how. No superintendent—or school—need 
find the weekly review a burden any longer. ‘‘ A Prayer 
Before the Lesson’’ is a valuable additional feature. 


The Sunday-school lessons for the entire year 1909 are 
from the Acts and the Epistles. The opportunity to study 
the struggles and achievements of the Early Christian 
Church, and the life and character of that gigantic figure 
the Apostle Paul, is a challenge to every earnest Bible 
student, 


Sir William M. Ramsay 
of Aberdeen, Scotland 


is the greatest living master in this field. Holding de- 
grees from five universities, given gold medals by Europe 
and America, knighted by King Edward for his remark- 
able work as historian and scholar, his researches are 
such that the Acts and the Epistles cannot be adequately 
studied except in the light of his contributions. He will 
write every week on the teachings and histerical setting 
of the lessons, 


The Illustration Round-Table 
By the Readers 


Does anything help to drive home a lesson truth much 
better than a good story? Or catch the attention of the 
class at the very start, or arouse lagging interest? Good 
anecdotal illustrations of this sort are hard to find ; but 
you get them in the Times,—half a dozen on each lesson, 
‘The readers gather them, and win prizes for doing so,— 
see page 631 in this issue. 





Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


No American or English reader of the Bible can hope 
to understand its constant allusions to the primitive life 
and customs of the East without the help of one who is 
in close touch with that life. Dr. Mackie has lived in 
Palestine for twenty-eight years, as missionary to the 
Jews and minister of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout. He is a graduate of Aberdeen University. 











The Adult Bible Class 
By President F. K. Sanders, D.D. 


Any class. that wants to can do thorough, consecutive, 
far-reaching Bible study, in the great world-sweep of the 
International Lessons, by following President Sanders’ 
guidance. He extends one’s perspective of broad Bible 
periods, names all the reference literature needed, and 
suggests stimulating questions for home-work and class 
discussion. 





Is Christianity able to solve the vexed social questions 
of to-day,—-the relations of labor and capital, of the 
classes and the masses, the uneven distribution of wealth, 
monopolies, combinations, and ali the rest of the 
tangled web of present-day civilization? It is one thing 
to say ‘‘yes’’; it is another thing to show how. 


Lesson-Light on Social Problems 


By Charles Stelzle 
is to be a new every-week feature in the Times, written 
by a man who is called ‘‘ the Apostle of Labor,’’ and who, 
having been through the mill of sweatshop, labor-union, 
and strikes, is to-day probably the most influential Chris- 
tian mediator in America between the church and the 
His ideas are worth knowing. 


workingman. 





Annie Trumbull Slosson 


has been enlisted'in the interests of the half-million Home 
Department members who must study the Sunday-school 
lessons apart from the advantages of the school session. 
One of her most lovable New England characters, 
‘* Aunt Abby,’ will give her ideas of the homely, old- 
fashioned, heart-truths of the lessons, from time to time, 
in a series of 


Home Department Lesson-Talks 


To alternate with Mrs. Slosson in the conduct of this 
unique lesson-department, the Times has secured the 
work of one who now fills the pulpit of the largest Baptist 
church in California, and whose writings and lecture 
work, combining heart-searching truth with pathos and 
sometimes irresi-tible humor, have long endeared him to 
the American public, 


Robert J. Burdette 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mary Foster Bryner 


Few women in the organized Sunday-school work are 
loved as is Mrs. Bryner, the Superintendent of the Ele- 
mentary Department in the International Sunday-school 
Association, Traveling scores of thousands of miles 
throughout this continent, she knows the needs of pri- 
mary teachers. Her primary lesson article is full of 
sensible, workable suggestions. 





My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C, Foster 


The Times has blazed a new trail, in offering an every- 
week teaching article that is not prepared until after 
that !esson has actually been taught to aciass. It means 
hard work, done two months ahead of the regular lesson- 
date ; but how richly you are the gainer! Mr. Foster is 
a business and professional man of wide experience ; he 
knows how to teach boys, and how to show others. 








Did you ever come across a point in your lesson-study 
that you could not explain, and om which you could find 
no help in any lesson-article? The time for that hin- 
drance to your work is past. Your questions are going 
to be anticipated, now, by several practical Sunday- 
school teachers, set down every week in the Times, and 
then plainly answered. Can you think of anything that 
could be a much bigger help ? -Watch for 


Your Lesson-Questions Answered 











How it does let the light in on a teaching-pian to try 
it in class! Some plans look so much better before they 
are tried than after! That is why the Times is going to 
give you only tried-out teaching help, next year, in the 
two hardest departments of Sunday-school work, —boys’ 
and girls’ classes of the intermediate age. 


_ My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


is to be a description, by an expert teacher in one of the 
leading Normal Schools of New En xiand, of how she 
actually teaches each week’s Sunday-school lesson to a 
class of girls. She teaches the class two months ahead 
of the regular date, in order to give you tnis nelp. No 
such girls’-help has ever before been published. 
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The World’s Scholarship Marshaled on the Lessons 





Miraculous Healing, Then and Now 


By Principal P. T. Forsyth, M.A., D.D. 
Hackney College, London, England 





The World of the First Century A.D. 
By Professor James Stalker, M.A., D.D. 
United Free Church College, Aberdeen, Scotland 





Gamaliel: The Pharisee at His Best 


By the Very Rev. John H. Bernard, D.D. 
Dean of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, Ireland 





Breaking Down the Gentile Wall 
By Professor E. F. Scott, M.A. 


Queen's University, Toronto 


While aiming to make its every-week lesson- 
treatment of the fullest and most satisfactory 
sort, The Sunday School Times has never been_ 
content to stop with that. It has consistently 
focused on the Sunday-school lessons the 
scholarship of special writers from both sides of 
the Atlantic, in order that readers might have 
the benefit of a fuller interpretation of spe- 
cial points in the lessons, from time to time, 
than would be feasible in the lesson-department 
proper. 

These ‘“‘ side-lights’’ on the lessons are thus 
second in importance only to the regular lesson 
department, and the Times has won a world 
reputation in this field. It believes that the 
array of side-lights here announced for Golden 
Jubilee Year, on the Acts and the Epistles, is 
the most illuminating series that this journal 
has ever been privileged to present. 


Was Paul the Interpreter of Jesus? 
By Professor James S. Riggs, D.D. 
_.. .. Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y. 





_ 


Samaria as a Mission Field 
By Professor James A. Montgomery, Ph.D. 
Philadelphia Divinity School 





How Should We Give Away Money? 


By John H. Converse, LL.D. 
Of the Baldwin Locomotive Works, Philadelphia 





Sorcerers and Exorcists in Paul’s Day 
By Charles F. Aked, D.D. 
Pastor Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, New York City 








The Foretold Christ 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 
Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y. 





The False Religions of That Day 
By Professor David R. Breed, D.D. 
Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa. 





The Persecutions That Brought Strength 
By Professor O. E. Brown, D.D. 


Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. 


What Kind of Man Was Paul ? 


The question will be answered by 
a leader of young men, 


Robert E. Speer 


in the following series of nine character studies : 





Demetrius, the Pious Business Man 


By Professor George Albert Coe, Ph.D. 


Author of *‘ The Religion of a Mature Mind.”’ 
Northwestern University, Evanston, III. 





Paul the Pharisee 
Paul the Roman 


Paul the Orator 
Paul the Man of Prayer 
Paul the Christian Paul the Missionary 
Paul the Bible Student Paul the Friend 

Paul the All-Round Man 


Were the Roman Officials to Blame? 
By President James A. B, Scherer, Ph.D., LL.D. 


Throop Polytechnic Institute, Pasadena, Cal. 








Would Jesus Have Approved the Council 





The Story of Paul’s Life 
By Professor Edward I. Bosworth, D.D. 
Dean of Oberlin Theological Seminary; Oberlin, Ohio 


at Jerusalem ? 
By Professor A. T. Robertson, D.D. 


Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 


Boats and Sailing in Paul’s Day 
By Philip E.. Howard 











What Is Faith ? 
By Professor William P. Du Bose, 8.T.D. 


Dean Theological Department University of the South 





Roman Rule in Jewish Lands 
By Professor William Milligan Sloane, Ph.D,, LL.D. 
Columbia University 


Of the Massachusetts General Hospital, Massachusetts Eye 


A Physician’s Views on Lying 
By Richard C. Cabot, M.D. 


Mastering the Book of Acts as a Whole 
By Professor Richard G. Moulton, Ph.D. 


University of Chicago 
. 





and Ear Infirmary, New ~aaes Hospital, Member 
Association American Physicians, Massachu-. 
setts Medical Society, Boston Society 
Medical Sciences, Director Boston 
Children’s Aid Society. 








Mastering Paul’s Missionary Journeys 
By the Rev. Milton ©. Littlefield 





What S. H. Hadley Meant By Love 
By One Who Heard Him Tell 





The Prayer That Delivered Peter 
By the Rev. John Robertson 





City Life in Bible Times 
By Henry T. Sell, D.D. 


It is sometimes said that Christianity was born in 
the country, and is unable to cope with the evils of 
onr modern cities. Dr, ‘Sell will show that Chris- 
tianity was born in the city, and successfully attacked 
the great evils of the greatest cities of the Roman world. 


Realizing the Holy Spirit To-Day 
By Professor Alvah S, Hobart, D.D. 


Crozer Theological Seminary, Chester, Pa. 





He gives a series of vivid word-pictures of the life and 
conditions of six world-centers of the first century A.D., 
as one would actually have seen them as a visitor in 
Paul’s day. Dr. Sell’s Bible lectures and books of 
popular Bible study have given him national reputation. 
He will write on: 


Jerusalem, the Most Famous City in the World 


Why the Jews Would Not Believe 
By Professor James Orr, D.D. 


Glasgow College of United Free Church, Scotland 





Antioch, the Pleasure Loving Paris of Syria 
Ephesus, the Turbulent Chicago of Asia 
Corinth, the Commercial New York of Greece 
Athens, the Cultured Boston of Greece 

Rome, the Mighty London of the Old Empire 





What Were Paul’s Teachings 
and Convictions ? 


By Professor Alexander Souter, D.Litt. 
Mansfield College, Oxford, England 
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YNCHING is one of America’s humiliating 
disgraces. ‘The men who resort to lynch 
law—which is anarchy—are traitors and murder- 
ers, h seldom is an official found who dares 
to treat them as such. But in Florida last summer 


- a man rose to the occasion, SHERIFF J. C. VAN 


PELT, entrusted with the care of a negro criminal 
for whom he had only inexpressible loathing, 
faced a mob who demanded the prisoner. Most 
of the mob were the sheriff’s personal friends, 
but he believed in doing the simple duty that he 
had given his oath he would do, and his own per- 
son, backed by his bullets, blocked the way of 
the mob,—for awhile. His story of ‘‘ FIGHTING a 
LyNncusnG. Beg,’’ BY A SHERIFF WHO TRIED It, 
will be worth reading. 


N O MAN living has been a better neighbor to 

those who needed neighboring in the slums 
of New York City than Jacosp A. Rus. Himself 
a penniless foreigner when he began his Ameri- 
can life, he not: only knows the ‘‘ other half’’ 
well, but he knows how best to help them. In 
a discussion of ‘‘ NeEiGHBoRS NEEDED,’’ Mr, Riis 
will tell how every one who really wants to help 
in this great need of to-day, and who is willing 
to pay the costly price of self-losing, can go about it. 


5 

EVERAL years ago The Sunday School Times 
published two sets of articles on the subjects 
«*If I Were a Layman,’’ by a Minister ; and ‘* If 
I Were a Minister,’’ by a Layman. Both sets 
were written anonymously. Seldom has anything 
in the Times elicited more comment and keen 
interest... And now the idea is going to be ex- 
tended by the publication of two more articles*: 
‘*Ip I Were A MINISTER’s WirFeE,’’ By A Lay- 
MAN’S Wire; and ‘‘Ir I Were A LayMAN’s 
Wire,’’ By A MINIsTER’s Wire. Each of the 
two women who will prepare these frank messages 

is a writer of national reputation. 


= 
9 Aa ~ same popular idea will be applied to two 
other topics. Do the Church and the 
Workingman understand each other? If they 
did, would they not be closer together than they 
are? As acontribution to this very present and 
very big problem, a_ representative American 
workingman has been asked to write his thoughts 
frankly on the subject ‘‘ Ir IT WERE A MINISTER’” ; 
and a well-known minister to return the compli- 
ment by writing on the subject, ‘‘Ir | WERE a 
WoRKINGMAN.”’ 
% 
ALF-carried from the sick-bed on which he 
was slowly recovering from a surgical opera- 
tion, a New York State Senator painfully made 
his way, last summer, to the Senate chamber, and 
cast the vote that defeated the race-track gamblers. 
The decent element in our nation rejoiced over 
this heroic act. And now the man who thus 
risked his life, Hon. Otto G. ForELKeEr, is going 
to tell his own story of what he knows and what 
he did in connection with the passage of that 
anti-race-track gambling law. He will write on 
‘* KILLING THE RaceE-TRACK GAMBLERS’ Hopes.’’ 
“< 
Arner every one admits that outright giving 
is the best way to support the Lord’s work ; 
but often people won’t give enough, and then you 
must ‘‘ raise’’ a little money by harmless church 
fairs, suppers, and the like. Sothey say. Are 
they right? If:you are in doubt, wait until you 
read ‘‘ How We RaisEp Money WitHout Bar- 
TER’’: straight statements of fact from more than 
forty churches, little and big, rich and poor, all 
over the continent. ; 
_ & 
oe most interesting side of the fight-to-a-finish 
that the world is now waging with tubercu- 
losis is not on the medical side.” It 'is the human 
side. And Lawrence F. Frick, M: D., President 
of the White Haven Sanatorium, .and President 
and Medical Director of the Phipps Institute, 
knows this human side. He will tell of the pathos 


.and the moral heroism of, the conflict as he has 
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Really Personal . 


Back in 1907 The Sunday School Times’ staff 
began working to make 1909, its fiftieth or 
Golden Jubilee year, the best year in the history 
of this paper. Two months ago we began tell- 
ing you what some of these plans were. In 
the present four pages of announcements the 
complete report of the principal plans for 1909 
is for the first time before you. Whetber the 
program is worthy of The Sunday School © 
Times’ Golden Jubilee it is for you, the readers, 
to decide. 

_ Your decision will be made plain by your sub- 
scriptions. We want every one who has been 
a subscriber during the present year to have the 
help of what we believe is the richer, stronger 
paper of the yeer tocome. Whatever reason 
has existed for subscribing hitherto would seem 

* to be, from the program here announced, present 
in much greater force for the twelve months 
ahead. 

And we confidently count upon your help in 
now bringing into The Sunday School Tin es’ 
circle those of your personal friends who are 
Sunday-school workers but who do not yet know 
the gain of using this paper. Your cheerily 
extended help in the past has been one of the 
strongest assets and richest blessings of this 
paper. Will you extend it now in even fuller 
measure,—in real Golden Jubilee fashion? Do 
not let a single worker you know stay out of 
the 7 imes’ family,—and get them all in at once, 
so that they shall not miss the first lesson of 
the new series. 

Simply show these four pages (you may have 
extra copies free for a postal request), and ex- 
plain that for from one-and-a-half to two cents 
a week all that is here described, and much 
else, may be had in fifty-two visits from The 
Sunday School Times. The best way will be 
to get up a club of five or more subscribers, or 
add your friends’ names to your present club if 
you have one, thus taking advantage of the 
75-cent annual subscription rate. For those’ 
who do not wish the club plan, one dollar 
Secures the year’s subscription. 

We want to do our best for you, in this work. 
‘ Will you do your best for your fellow-workers 
and for the Times? 

A Golden Year to you every one. 


COT 








Editor 


E Ppone~K 


Publisher 





» and shirks work: 








seen it, in a series of ‘‘ HEART-STORIES FROM THE 
WHITE PLAGUE Wak.’’ 
% 

f Bg typical letters are going to be answered in 

these columns. One is from a mother of 
high Christian ideals who has feared that she would 
have to place her fourteen-year-old boy in the state 
industrial school because he is ‘‘ almost incorri- 
gible,’’—‘‘ perfectly reckless in his conduct, tricky 
and deceitful, lying and thieving.’’ A physician 
who knows boys, loves them, wins them, and saves 
them, has written his views on how to deal with 
this case. He is Dr. LILBURN MERRILL, author 
of a recent book on ‘‘ Winning the Boy’’ which 
is one of the most remarkable contributions to this 
subject in existence. 


NOTHER case, somewhat different, is that 

of an orphag boy; raised partly on the 
streets of Brooklyn, partly in an orphans’ home, 
who was latef adopted by a family in the south- 
west. At thirteen he swears, smokes, lies, steals 
The family want.to.know:what 
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to do. And the Times has engaged the Hon. 
Ben B. Linpsty, that famous Juvenile Court 
Judge of Colorado who has set such ‘a pace in 
showing how to prevent boys from becoming crimi- 
nals, to recommend a course of action for this 
baffling case. 
~ 
EW missionaries know how to tell the real 
story of their work,—and that story is as 
thrilling as any tale of fiction ever invented. A 
trained journalist, with a theological seminary 
course back of his journalism, set out last summer 
to see for himself the stories that are being lived 
in the wildest missionary field in the world, —the 
heart of Africas EpGar ALLEN Forses, of the 
staff of ‘‘‘The World’s Work,’’ is the investigator 
who is doing this, and whose illustrated accounts 
of ‘‘Wuit—E Man’s Work in Biack Man’s 
LaND’’ are to be one of the strong features of 
The Sunday School Times next year. 
“~ 
or is more heroism among women and 
girls than there is among men and boys ; 
but we hear less of it because it is not likely to be 
of as spectacular a sort. We need to know more 
about it; and Mrs. Marcarer E. SANGSTER 
will help us to do so. She will write two or 
three ‘‘ SKETCHES OF HEROIC GIRLHOOD ’’ as she 
herself has seen it in the lives of girls she has 
known. 
& 
A RELIGION numbering two hundred and 
thirty million adherents,—every sixth per- 
son in the world,—holding an annual convention 
that is attended by from sixty to ninety thousand 
pilgrims, and worshiping God as the only true 
God, is a religion to be reckoned with. This is 
Muhammadanism. And it is filled with degrada- 
tion and weakness, helplessness and hopelessness. 
One who knows Muhammadanism through and 
through, having lived and labored at its heart for 
sixteen years,.is Dr..SAMUEL M. ZwEMER. He 
will tell what it means to the missionary to hear, 
five times every day, the call to prayer, by the 
mueszin from the countless minarets that dot the 
Muhammadan world. He has a message that the 
Christian world must answer: ‘‘ THE CHALLENGE 
OF THE MUEZZIN’s CALL.’’ 


& ; 
D. GORDON, whose ‘‘ Quiet Talks’’ both 
e in book form and in the columns of The 
Sunday School Times have ministered to the 
spiritual life of Christians throughout the world, is 
planning to give up his platform-work and regular 
writing next year in order to make an extended 
journey through foreign mission lands. He will 
send back to the Times, toward the lattér part 
of the year, two or three sketches giving his im- 
pressions of ‘‘ MEN AND, THINGS IN THE FoREIGN 
FIELD.”’ 
& 
fh most English-speaking people there is no 
such thing as a good Turk,—unless, like the 
infamous definition of a good Indian, he is dead. 
People who hold this notion have a great deal to 
learn. Only those who know the Turks can appre- 
ciate the sterling character, keen intellect, and 
spiritual aspirations, that are found in the Turk at 
his best. Dr. GEorRGE WasHBuRN, for more 
than quarter of a century President of Robert 
College at Constantinople, is one who thus knows 
these much-abused people. He will have some 
striking revelations to make when he ‘writes his 
reminiscences of ‘‘ TurKs I Have Known.,”’ 


% 

A* we all the slaves of what our parents and 

grandparents and ‘still earlier ancestors did, 
or have we a fair field to live our own lives, un- 
trammeled by the mistakes, and unhelped by the 
virtues, of those whose blood runs in our veins ? 
In other words, what is the real truth concerning 
‘‘THE BucGasoo or HEReEpDIty’’? This im- 
mensely practical question will be discussed by one 
whose contributions to the subject of scientific 
child-study and education abundantly entitle him 
to be heard ; Parrerson DuBois. .... 





624 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


DECEMBER 5, 1908 





The Life of Anthony Comstock, Fighter 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


HE most abused man in America, outside of The serial biography of a man 


Wall Street, is probably Anthony Comstock. 
Christian men of sterling character, and dissolute, 
godless venders of filth and destroyers of bodies and 
* wouls, take turns in having their fling at him. | This 
is because the former class do not know the facts, 
and because the latter class do,—too well for their 
comfort. And so, from ignorance, misrepresenta- 


who is one of the moral bul- 

warks of our nation; to be run 

in The Sunday School Times 
during 1909 


. 

Anthony Comstock’s biography is a story of 
life-and-death adventure, of moral and physical 
heroism, and of miraculous achievement in the face 
of odds that none but a determined man surren- 
dered to God could have overcome. It reads, as 
one who knows it said, ‘‘ like a cross between a 
dime novel and the Book of the Acts.’’ 

Comstock and the Louisiana State Lottery 





tion, and malice, the name of. Comstock has long 
been made a butt for ridicule and attack. 

It is time the facts were made known, and with the widest publicity. 
This is to be made possible by The Sunday School ‘limes. Charles 

Gallaudet Trumbull has been authorized by 

biography. He has already devoted a larg part of the past year to 
gathering the materials. He has been given access to Mr. Comstock’s 
diaries for more than thirty years back ; to official records and docu- 
ments, newspaper clippings that cover this entire period, the records of 
the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice, and much else never 
before made public. Readers of the Times will have the result, in the 
serial biography of Mr. Comstock which Mr. Trumbull is preparing. 

In 1872 Anthony Comstock was stationed, by a plain leading of 
Providence, at the mouth of a sewer, the cesspool of the nation, to pre- 
vent tens of thousands of children from being flung down into its poison- 
ous depths. There he has remained, on duty, ever since. ‘That the 
assignment was not an attractive one, that his life has been attempted 
over and over again, that his motives have been maligned and his char- 
acter defamed,—these details have had no effect upon Mr. Comstock’s 
doing of his duty. It is of more interest to him that, by remaining at 
his post, he has destroyed something over forty-one tons of vile books, 
28,425 pounds of stereotype plates for printing such books, 2,621,625 
obscene pictures, and 12,785 negatives for printing such pictures. 
And this is only a fraction of his work. 


.  Cerstock.to-write his. 


found that they could not both continue to do busi- 
ness in New York City ; and Mr. Comstock did not 
move out, though he was offered tempting inducements to do so. 

The story of the passage, by the United States House and Senate, 


: Of. the federal bill .to;make criminal much of the unspeakable traffic that 


used to be conducted through the mails, when young Comstock, an un- 
known clerk, was the chief agent in the matter, is a story that thrills one 
who has learned to hope with nothing left but the promises of God. 

So it has gone,—lotteries, race-track gambling, gilded hells at Sara- 
toga, greengoods dealers, newspaper advertisements of the traffic in 
corruption, pictures and books that are more dangerous than mad dogs 
or cholera germs, —against these and other forms of sin that the respect- 
able Christian rarely comes into touch with it has been Mr. Comstock’s 
lot to wage uncompromising war. With what success, his life-story tells. 

Bear in mind this: Anthony Comstock’s story would not be told in 
The Sunday School Times were it not that it stands throughout for those 
principles of heroic devotion to a great cause, and unswerving depend- 
ence upon the Heavenly Father and the present, personal Saviour, to 
which Mr. Comstock’s, war-time friend, Chaplain H. Clay Trumbull, 
irrevocably committed this paper. 

The biography speaks a message which the world needs, and which 
it will be the better for hearing. ‘The Sunday School Times counts it 
one of its greatest privileges to be able to give this man’s story to the 
world. 








The King’s Business 





To be reported and discussed 
by those who are engaged in it 


HRISTIAN people are learning some new truths about soul-winning. 
For example, they are learning that it is seldom accomplished from 
the pulpit,—far more often in a face-to-face conversation. ‘They are 
learning that it is in no sense the exclusive privilege or duty of the min- 
ister, but is just as binding upon the ordinary man and woman. They 
are awaking to the fact that the world will never be won to Christ by the 
general appeal of a trained ministry, no matter how consecrated and 
eloquent. Ministers themselves are realizing that their most far-reaching 
ministry is, not preaching Christ from. the pulpit, but getting the mem- 
bers of their congregations to preach Christ in natural conversation, on 
the street, in the shop and office, in home and school, in season and out 
of season, fo one at a time. 

People are coming to see that any professed Christian who is not 
doing this work is disloyal to the last message that Christ spoke to his 
disciples. They are seeing that the Great Commission is binding upon 
every one who has accepted the gospel for himself. 

Some of those who are daring to try this work are tingling with the 
joy of it. Others are groping and feeling their way, and are mightily 
tempted to be discouraged. It grows more and more evident that the 
work is an art, like any other activity that is worth while. It has certain 
well-defined principles. What are they? How are they to be learned 
and applied ? 

All this is part of THe Kinc’s Business : the hardest and greatest 
art in the world. Because it ought to be the chief thing in life, ‘The 
Sunday School Times would render every possible opportunity to its 
readers to discuss the work, investigate its principles and methods, ask 
questions and submit problems, report their own successes and discour- 
agements, and increase their working efficiency as factors in the Kingdom. 

This is to be done in a new department devoted to THE Kinc’s 
Business. The department will be conducted by the Editor, and freely 
open to readers and contributors. It will appear from time to time 
during the coming year. Any who are interested are invited now to 
send in queries, suggestions, or reports of work done, for early considera- 
tion in this new department. 





What I Saw in 50 Sunday-schools 





An investigation of actual conditions, 
by the Editor-in-Chief 


- February of this year the Editor of The Sunday School Times com- 

menced a systematic visitation of fifty typical Sunday-schools of the 
United States, in order to study closely their actual conditions, problems, 
needs, successes, and defects. 

The experience has proved a rich one. The visitation was con- 
ducted wholly in the interests of the readers of the Times, and the 
results of the investigation will be given exclusively in these columns. 

Schools in ten different states have been visited, and of ten different 
denominations. Their size ranges from the smallest country school to the 
largest city Sunday-school in the world. Schools meeting at the morn- 
ing hour, the noon hour, and the afternoon hour have been studied, — 
the rule being to remain throughout the session of every school visited. 
The problems of grading, teacher-training, teachers’-meeting, missionary 
instruction, adult work, library, punctuality, and a score of other points 
have been considered in the clear light of practise—or omission. 

The secrets of success in notably successful schools have been 
searched out ; and equally, the common causes of failure. Real gems 
of tested method have been found in unexpected places. One feature 
of the series of reports that the Editor will make to the Times readers 
is to be a ‘‘ White List’’ of good things discovered, and a ‘‘ Black List ’’ 
of defects noted. 

What promises to be one of the most striking and profitable results 
of the investigation has to do with the summer slump in Sunday-school 
work, The apologies with which the Editor was greeted whenever he 
entered a summer session were invariable and monotcnously alike ; yet 
in only two Sunday-schools did the superintendent recognize the real 
root of the trouble. With the help of those two superintendents, and 
of others, some rather surprising facts have been unearthed ; and 
hitherto unworked possibilities are to be pointed out that may revolu- 
tionize Sunday-schools in more than one locality. 

A broad ‘‘ SURVEY OF THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL”’ will con- 
€lude the series, —and there will be no note of pessimism in that survey. 
The facts are brighter than any Sunday-school worker is likely to sup- 
pose who has not made just such a tour as this. 
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The Sweet Refrain 


By Rose Trumbull 


I HEAR it singing in the dawn— 
A world-old, sweet refrain— 
I hear its notes insistent drawn 
In music of. the rain ; 
It sings within the swaying corn, 
A canticle of cheer 
That glorifies the golden morn: 
** He lobes thee: do not fear.”” 


I hear it singing in the noon 
When aging summer grieves, 

And fading maples sadly croon 
The farewell of the leaves ; 

I hear it when mid shrouding snows 
The chanting winds intone 

A threnody above the rose : 
** Will He not keep his own? ’’ 

I hear it singing in the night 
When out across the bar 

The moonlight falls in shimmering white, 
And calls my bark afar ; 

It sings to me when vesper bells 
Steal out upon the deep, 

And through all nature sings and swells: 
** He lobes thee: rest and sleep.’” 


ScoTTsDALE, ARIZONA. 











An Audience with the King 

Failure to pray, or indifference and inattention 
in prayer, occurs Chiefly because we do not stop 
to think what prayer really is. It is an opportunity to 
get help for ourselves in exactly the line in which we 
most need help at that very time. Prayer is, as has 
been well suggested, an audience with the King. We 


are free to enter directly into the King’s presence, 


without formality or waiting, and there, alone with 


- him, tell him about anything and everything that 


concerns us, and get his counsel. as to what we had 
better do, Suppose we knew that we might have 


such an audience, for half an hour every morning, 


with the president of the United States, or with any 
other person whose advice in our own special problems 
we valued most in the world. Should we lightly 
neglect the privilege, and count it an irksome ‘‘duty”’ 
while we were at it? What shall we think of our- 
selves for ever starting on any day’s duties without 
having at least a thirty-minute conference, in Bible- 
reading and prayer, with our King and Friend? 


ax 
Working Against Our Own Interests 


To put our own interests ahead of others’ is the 
surest way to hurt our own interests. Because most 
persons do not recognize or believe this truth, most 
persons work against their own interests. A clerk in 
a railroad ‘‘information bureau’’ was asked for a 
time-table showing the trains to a certain place. He 
lazily laid one where the inquirer had to reach after 
it. On being asked whether there were no trains be- 
tween two indicated ‘in the schedule, the clerk said 
there were, but that he was temporarily out of his 
supply of the time-tables that showed them. When 
the inquirer suggested that it would have been well 
for the clerk to mention this fact at the outset, and 
save the risk of serious and unnecessary delay through 
the missing of a train, the clerk’s answer was first a 
Stare, then a sneering laugh. He apparently wanted 
it plainly understood that he was not going to put 
himself to trouble like that in order to look after the 
interests of some one else. His own thoughtless con- 
venience was of more importance to him than any 
other man’s interests. So he hurt his own interests 
badly, as he did those of the railroad that he repre- 
sented, by refusing to think of another's interests. 
His attitude was exceptional, to be sure,—but only in 
the glaring character of his shortsightedness, not in 
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The Delusion 


E SHOULD all do a great deal more good than 
we do if at each new opportunity for well-doing 
we did not take so much thought as to how the 

new service was going to square with some good thing 
we had already done. Though we may appreciate 
the new need, and would like well enough to seize the 
new occasion, we often let it go because we cannot 
quite see that it will be perfectly symmetrical with the 
way we have undertaken to do things. It might throw 
into confusion the rather rigorous program with which 
we have come to identify the symmetry of our char- 
acters. For our natural way of regarding our pro- 
gram is to feel that it ought to be carried through with 
all the niceness and precision of.a time-table.. But 
even things as relentless as time-tables do allow the 
experts to map out all sorts of special excursions, which 
may be run in between the regular trains and add 
much to the profits of the road as well as to the oppor- 
tunity of the public. It is wonderful what a flexible 
thing a time-table is. Yet many a life that has set 
out to gain that good thing, the harmony of its facul- 
ties, has through a too mechanical notion of what 
constitutes such harmony arrived at a hopeless nar- 
rowness of mind and rigidity. of life. 

Good men easily incur the penalty of being able to 
do good and be good in only one way, so that when 
circumstances veer somewhat they are often found to 
be dving what is. positively bad, though without the 
least bad intention. . We must all have our. policies 


the spirit that it stands for. In subtler ways men and 
women are constantly hurting themselves by thinking 
most of themselves, He is greatest—now and here, 
as well as in the life to come—who is the best servant 


of others. 
x 
The Strength of Conscious Weakness 


Self-satisfaction has a great deal more to do with 
people's so-called religious doubts than they like to 
admit. One who is ready to look at himself as he 
really is finds little room left for self-satisfaction, and 
for the spiritual and intellectual fogs that go with it. 
An: earnest Christian worker recently thanked God 
‘‘ for a sufficient consciousness of sinful nature and 
nothingness when alone to keep me from any doubt 
as to the need of a Saviour, and tlfat success in doing 
God's will and work is wholly a question of the Holy 
Spirit's choosing and using as an instrument."’ There 
is safety, efficiency, and clear vision of truth, in that 
prayer of thanksgiving. The only man whom God 
cannot help is the man who will not admit his need 
of God's help. 

x 


Big Enough to Stand Snubs 

Nothing tests a person's greatness more sharply 
than the way in which he takes slights and snubs, It 
is not difficult, nor always wholly unpleasant, to be 
attacked or differed with or denounced for holding a 
certain view or following a certain course of action. 
There is an implied compliment in being considered 
of sufficient influence to be worth attacking. But to 
be passed over as not worth noticing,—that wounds 
our pride. And it takes real greatness to ignore one’s 
own wounded pride. The greatest man in any room- 
ful of people is the one who thinks so little of himself 
that he does not expect any one to think him great. 
No one but a truly big soul can stand being considered 
small and keep sweet under it. When others show 
that they think we are built on a small scale, the surest 
way to prove that they are right is to take offense at it. 
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of Symmetry 


of action and procedure, but their existence is simply 
for the sake of enabling us to compass and control our 
resources in the most effective way. Yet the tendency 
is strong to worship the policy, make an idol of the 
method, and lose sight of the resources. 

Probably the priest and the Levite who left the 
wounded man by the roadside were not the heartless 
and cruel types we have thought them. It is quite as 
easy to believe that they were victims of symmetry. 
Each of them was engaged in a definite errand. He 
had been brought up to carry his errands through 
without break. Due at Jerusalem at a certain day 
and hour for his share of temple service, and due 
home again for his just and well-earned rest, his life 
had fallen into a religious routine which he hated to 
have broken in upon. God had ordered the routine, 
and the man’s whole life had been an acceptance of it. 
He was naturally distrustful of things that broke in on 
it. Nor was it callousness toward suffering, for his 
religion had-made ample provision for the sufferers. 

The real trouble was that this unfortunate man 
had been unfortunate in such an irregular and unsym- 
metrical way, not covered by the ordinary relief agen- 
cies. The Jericho road was no place for people to 
get.into sucha plight. At Jerusalem or Jericho, either 
end of the road, everything would have been all right ; 
but midway,—well, it was too bad, but it was more 
than could be taken care of. At either of these places 
the priest and the Levite would have known what to 











7 
do for him, but they were out of their track and quite 
helpless anywhere else. 

The good Samaritan had his very pressing busi- 
ness too, but with a sigh, ps, he admitted the 
pr of this unlooked-for business also, and 
suffered interruption. And though he would have 
preferred to have the man in reach of familiar agen- 
cies up in Samaria, the near-by inn would answer as 
well. Such cases ought to be cared for by a fund, 
and indiscriminate charity was dangerous ; but, though 
it was wholly irregular and unsymmetrical and out of 
order, the fund in his own pocket would do at a pinch. 
One of the good things about the good Samaritan was 
that he was flexible enough to be good in a new way. 

It is a parable of life. How many there are who 
deserve all credit for the positiveness and convinced- 
ness and courage with which they have settled upon 
some definite way of service and habits of work rather 
than leave all to accident. But it sometimes seems 
as if, having made that one great decision, they could 
never fertilize and enrich it with new decisions when 
circumstances change. They would not need to lose 
the decisiveness learned of their definite method, but 
might carry it right into some other method. There 
are ministers who cannot preach but one kind of a 
sermon, and teachers who cannot teach a lesson in but 
one way, and workers who would rather accept failure 
than embrace variety. Will it not deny and invali- 
date all they have ever done, will they not sacrifice 
their one strong point, if they try to see and utilize the 
fresh opportunity that is dawning upon them? It is 
a serious question. Better keep a part than lose all, 
certainly. No, we cannot go back on a principle, but 
we ought to go baek on the idolatry of a principle. 
God fulfils himself in many ways. Our old sturdi- 
ness of sticking to what was the best we knew is an 
asset in our character that will not be squandered by 
our being pliant and flexible toward something that 
seems better. We shall be able to grip it all the 
more strongly. 

It would be a good thing for a great many of us if, 
having fixed upon some general scheme for life, we 
should welcome these breaks and interruptions whose 
result is so often to expand and liberalize the scheme 
without destroying it. We ought to make it a point 
with ourselves to practise, now and then, just to find 
out whether we are prisoners of a method. 

As we look back at him, the Samaritan seems to us 
the really symmetrical character among them all. The 
others are martinets and one-sided persons, By this 





Honoring Christmas 
in the Sunday-School 


Interesting stories of difficulty and progress are 
sometimes told in letters that come to the editorial 
rooms of The Sunday School Times. 

Three years ago the Editor wrote to a certain Sun- 
day-school superintendent in Pennsylvania, asking 
for an account of the Christmas exercises conducted 
by that school. As is well known, The Sunday 
School Times has for many years exerted its influence 
vigorously against the old-fashioned and unworthy 
practise of making Christmas a time of getting, or 
*‘ grabbing,’’ in the Sunday-school, occasioned by 
each scholar's receiving an apple, or orange, or bag 
of candy, or some such little gift. The old idea 
seemed all right, but its demoralizing effects in prac- 
tise were very apparent, prominent among them being 
an abnormal increase in the school’s membership just 
before Christmas, and an equally abnormal falling off 
soon after. The better plan, now practised more and 
more, is to honor Christ's birthday by letting all the 
scholars share in the privilege of giving to those less 
fortunate than they. 

Knowing of the Times’ conviction in this matter, 
the superintendent of the Pennsylvania Sunday -school 
answered as follows : 

I have your letter with request that I write you an account 
of our Christmas .exercises. I am sorry to say that we still 
follow the old custom of candy distribution to our scholars,— 
we used 1,400 boxes of candy last Christmas,—but shall not do 
so again ; expect next Christmas to try something better. 

Before the next Christmas succeeding this letter, the 
Editor again asked this superintendent what progress 
his school was making, and received the following 
reply : 

Some weeks ago I succeeded, after quite a conflict with the 


** conservatives ‘’ of our school, in securing the consent of our 
society to change the candy distribution plan, but had to com- 


one adventurous response to the promptings of his 
ow. heart, his life-method was made ever so much 
more harmonious. But many of us are thrown all 
out of sorts, and think the world is going to pieces, 


if we are interrupted by ever so slight a variation in 


circumstances. Sometimes we will do nothing for a 
whole day just because events have shaped themselves 
a little out of the ordinary. And while it would be a 
very profitless and ineffective life that had no plan 
at all and let its course be shaped by every chance 
the hour brings, yet we live to find that it is by these 
abrupt and incongruous-looking interruptions that 
God very often introduces into our plan the elements 
that we havé left out. y 

One of the reasons why many love and admire the 
English ‘cathedrals so much is that, while their main 
outline is precise .enough, these buildings have 
flowered out into all manner of extensions never 
dreamed of by their original builders. If some new 
enthusiasm possessed the heart of a later architect, he 
would strike out a.new chapel somewhere to enshrine 
his enthusiasm, without thinking it necessary to build 
another on the opposite side to balance it. What 
Horace Bushnell said of a good prose style—namely, 
that ‘‘it needed a good ¢humping motion,"’ lest it 
should become too mellifluous—is in point with re- 
gard to character. If it is to be beautiful, there must 
be arrests,—yes, even a trace of discord, to make the 
harmony prized. Let us have symmetry, but never 
let it become such as to kill off all possibility of sur- 
prise. Let our lives do all that they are expected to 
do, but let us leave room in them for the unex- 
pected and the new, and things that we never could 
think of. 

If life has a good ground plan, laid in some im- 
mutable principles faithfully adhered to through every- 
thing, we can then safely trust it to develop in all 
directions. Here a chapel may be added in the shape 
of some devotion that we never had room for before. 
There a door may be unexpectedly cut through to give 
us a quite unexpected liberty in going and coming. 
What was a sheer blank wall may be pierced to hold 
a window which shall make the whole place look dif- 
ferent forever,—yet it is the sarre place. The sym- 
metry of vital things is not just like that of gems, and 
the perfectness of many a good life has been prevented 
by the mistake of thinking so. It is best to settle 
upon that cruciform ground plar which God has 
ordained for every life, and then allow him to intro- 
duce the varieties. 





We have eighteen hundred con- 


promise to some extent. 
nected with all departments of the school ; we shall distribute 
candy this year only to the children of the juvenile depart- 
ments, about three hundred. 

We are going to take the entire school to —— hall fora 
children’s entertainment,—this to take the place of the candy. 


We will probably not introduce the “ giving’’ this year, 
although we have done quite a good deal of that in the past. 

Changes come slowly at——-. Another year I think the 
school will take its place with other large schools of the coun- 
try in the ey! best of Christmas exercises. We have the 
largest school in Western Pennsylvania, and I want it to be 
large in eve wey and fully in accord with the best Sunday- 
school thought of America. 

I thank you for your letter, and assure you it is helpful to 
me to know that our great school paper is interested in us. 


Hoping for a still better report this year, the Editor 
wrote once more to the superintendent ; and it is with 
special pleasure that his latest report is now pub- 
lished. He writes, under date of November 23, 1908 : 


We will have our Christmas exercises at the church on 
Christmas night,—the beginners’, primary, and junior depart- 
ments meeting in the schoolroom ; the intermediate and senior 
departments the church auditorium. We will have exer- 
cises appropriate for the occasion. 

We are going to ask the members of our Sunday-school, this 
year, to observe the day by making donations for the support 
of a day nursery in our city. Money, provisions, and clothing 
will be asked for. Wee t our school to respond liberally 
to this request, as I have found no‘difficulty in interesting the 
members of the school in missionary and charitable work. 

We hope the spléndid effort that you have made in recent 
years to have the Sunday-schools of America adopt the givin 
Christmas will meet with the success it deserves, and that a 
of our Sunday-schools will some day observe Christmas in this 
manner. 


When they do, they will get a blessing that will 
never come in any other way. The joy of outgo is as 
much greater than the joy of income as unselfishness 
is greater than selfishness. If any Sunday-school 
worker who reads these words is in a school that has 
not yet tried the better way, let him begin now to lead 
his school into the light. Suggestions for carrying out 
the idea will be found on pages 634-636 in this issue ; 
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still other tested-methods for a giving Christmas were 
described in last week's issue of the Times, 


Who is “My Weak Brother”? 

Every honest and thoughtful man knows that a 
large part of his duty has to do with his relations to 
others ; and if he is interested in doing his duty, he 
wants all the light on those relationships that he can 
get. Hence the gain of such a question as the fol- 
lowing, which comes from a Tennessee preacher, 
teacher, writer, and Sunday-school expert whose-rep- 
utation is international, and whose hearty words have 
more than once brought cheer to The Sunday School 
Times : 

I wish some time you would turn yourself loose and let us 
know who is my ‘* weak brother,"’ and just how far I am.to make 
surrender and compromise for his sake. For instance, if. 1 
am a smoking Southern preacher (though I am not), and some 
frowning Puritan jumps on me with ‘both feet use he 
doesn't smoke, and never wanted to smoke, and couldn't be 


tempted to smoke,—is 4e my “‘ weak brother’? He usually 
poses in that Pauline role. 


It is pretty safe to say that no genuine ‘* weak 
brother’’ ever claims that he is one. The real 
*«weak brother,’’ of the kind that Paul wrote about, 
is easily tempted to smoke, wants to smoke, does 
smoke, and rejoices in the example of the smoking 
Southern preacher or any other weed-using good 
man to whom he can triumphantly point when the 
matter is called into question. And that there are 
plenty of such really weak brethren would not seem 
to be a matter of doubt. 

As for the first question asked,—how far are we to 
make surrender of anything for a weak brother's sake ? 
——there is nothing very baffling or uncertain as to the 
answer, is there? Every one of us exerts.an influence. 
To begin with, therefore, no one can indulge in any 
practise that is generally harmful without throwing his 
influence, so far as that practise is concerned, on the 
wrong side, and thereby harming others to exactly the 
extent to which his influence affects them. That the 
general effect and tendency, of tobacco .is harmful 
rather than helpful is not a matter of opinion ; it is a 
matter of fact, as was very strikingly demonstrated in 
the full-page article published in the Times of Octo- 
ber 10, by the well-known neurologist, L. Pierce 
Clark, M:D., of New. York. - So that the giving up of 
tobacco cannot fairly be classed -as- the kind of:sur- 
render that Paul was writing about at all, Ae was 
talking about giving up a harmless, innocent thing, 
such as wholesome meat offered to idols, if the use 
of that harmless thing made it easier. for any one else 
to do actual wrong, or be confused in conscience. . If, 
for example, a Southern preacher should find that 
his use of ginger ale was actually a stumbling-block 
to some boy who could not see the radical differ- 
ence in principle between drinking ginger ale and 
straight-out ale, it would be a pretty clear case of 
duty, from Paul's standpoint, for that Southern 
preacher to surrender his ginger ale. Of course the 
tobacco of such a man would have gone long ago. 


- 
The Daily Altar 


‘A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 
By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 


December 14 to 20 


Mon.—Eternal God, let all my beginnings be sanctified in 
thee. Let me proceed with my work as one who has been re- 
newed in spirit. Let <i motives be heavenly, and let all my 
ambitions be set upon the things above. 

TUES.—Heavenly Father, help me to enter into mine inheri- 
tance. Let me not live upon the circumference of things when 
I may abide at the center. Let me make my home in thee, 
and find the joy and the liberty of the children of God. 

WED.-—Holy Father, let thy blessing make me a blessing to 
others. May my life overflow in gracious heavenly influence 
Let me be a music-maker in the weary paths of men. Let me 
be as a spring in the desert, at which the thirsty pilgrims can 
be refreshed. 

‘lHURS.—My Father God, I pray that thou wilt deliver me 
from the power of worldly distraction. Let my life move n 
the unity of perfect devotion. Let me not be torn asunder by 
conflicting desires. Let me hunger and thirst for thee. 

FRt.—Gratious God, I lift mine eyes to thee in confidence 
and hope. Let me walk with thee to-day in close and ‘loving 
companionship. Let me find my light in thy counsel, and my 
strength in thy grace. Let me love my fellows in the power olf 
thy love. ’ 

SavT.—Almighty God, I pray that thou wouldst strengthen 
my sense of duty. May I turn to my duty in the spirit of love, 
that the yoke may be easy and the burden light! Let my work 
be eanslapared as I see it in the light of thy countenance. 

Sun.—Eternal God, I bless thee that thy ‘love is as com- 
prehensive as thy sky. Everybody lives in its embrace. Help 
me to live this day in the knowledge of its all-encompassing 
presence. Let thy love make me bold and give me rest. 
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LESSON ‘FOR DECEMBER 20 (1 Kings 1 4-13) + - 


es Suniereee MEDITATION. - : ° 


/ Making Room for the’ Room-Maker 









aan seized very early upon 
that statement about the nativity which 

«there was ho room for them in the 
inn.’’ The pulpit has made much of it, 
; and sooner or later every minister preaches 
his sermon on this text as symbolic of much of the 
trouble that Christ was to experience in gaining en- 
trance to men's hearts. Arid there is no condition of 
life to-day which craves a- ‘Christmas message more 
than that crowded life in which most of us are living. 
‘The question of room is a more pressing one with us 
and a more persistent one than it was at Bethlehem. 
And that very word—room—which slips into the nar- 
rative of jesus’ birth opens up = part of his meseage 
which we all need to-day. - ~ 

It is a message that comes to us by why of a pare 
dox. For one of the chief reasons why we exclude 
Christ from our lives is because it seems as if he de- 
manded room which we have notto give. We utterly 
fail to see that Christ makes room in the souls of men. 
No room for the room-maker, then, is the paradox 
which meets us in the exclusion of Christ from the 
inn and from our own affairs. _We.keep him out be- 
cause life is already too full, but whenever he comes 
into. it the effect of his coming is, strangely enough, to 
conquer space for himself and much more that we 
were beginning to despair of. 

Life is crowded; not so much by what is put 
into it, as by what-is -left out of it. Just as soon 
as some things are dropped out of our life, then 
somehow our quarters begin to grow smaller, our time 
‘begins to get scantier, we become the victims of 
haste and fever, and all:the thought we can put 


upon it- will not enable us -to make life a. whit more | 


ample. Prayer, for’ example; is one of those deeds 


which takes time ;. but the time-it takes is nothing to 
' ithe time it gives: it will seem to steal'from us‘momients 
| which camnvt be spared if the day ‘befote ts is an’ ex- 


acting one;: yet it makes that day more spacious and 
free. And when we leave it out to gain time it taxes 
us'more and more to find place for the other things we 
meant te put into it Probably nine out of ten of 
us when we are wondering how to get more into a day 
will lessen prayer and: worship. “We do not see that 
it ‘gives us more time, saves us from confusion, and 
puts us into a condition of soul where we do: not 
waste. 

When prayer is left for a few days, disorder creeps 
in’once.more, time is lost on every hand in unaccount- 
able ways, we are not well forward with our wagk, and 
we wonder why: life is so discouraging... Nothing is 
more mysterious than the matter of time, — It cannot 
be dealt with simply as a matter of hours. It is one 
of the most spiritual matters with which we have to do. 
Most of us know from experience that some days, which 
have been provided for by all that a skilful program 
and early hours could do, have yet ended in failure, 
while other days that were quite as full have seemed 
to have extra hours added tothem. | Life is made more 
spacious by prayer; yet men neglect it to gain time. 

Christ's message to the crowded life, then, is that 
there is no province where he is more needed or where 
he is more athome. _ Knowing that it is life’s tendency 
to become feverish and confused, he does not wait for 
the world to become quieter before; he brings his 
assistance, but brings his influence to make it quieter. 
In all the hymns of the Nativity, Magnificat; Bene- 
dictus, In Excelsis, and Nunc Dimittis, we recognize 
this feeling that henceforth, just by this Child’s com- 
ing into the world, there is going to be more room. 

Then, when Christ gets a real footing in a soul, of 
course he crowds out’ mary things so naturally and 
easily that we do not at first realize that they are gone. 
Some interests which were tyrannical and over-mas- 
tering, and occupied our minds in spite of all our-rea- 
son could say against them, he dwarfs by his very 
presence amongst them. He often releases that aw- 
ful strain which is always upon a life that is anxiously 
trying to run itseif alone. None but those who con- 
tinually deal with distressed states of mind can realize 
how many human beings there are who are always 
frightened. They live in the midst of fears which 
they never confess, and not the least of their burden 
is that it is often just a general state of fear, without 
their being able to say what it is they are afraid of. 
From fright and agitation‘and vague despondency, he 


that for a little we had struck deeper water. 


relaxes the mind and brings it to rest. Even in ordi- 
nary life there are men and women whose entrance 
into a room makes the place seem larger and freer. 

I remember riding some years ago on a canal-boat. 
I felt the strain and tugging at the rope, and every 
inch of our motion, quiet though it was, yet made me 
feel that it was hardly bought by the labor of the 
horses, which never relaxed. But every now and 
again it seemed as if the effort had ceased, the boat 
glided ahead more swiftly and freely, and I asked 
what it was that produced that effect. The = — 

ith a 
foot of water under the keel the boat just barely. got 
ahead, but with two or three feet of water its motion 
was a different thing. A little more depth, and what 
a difference to a human soul! The trouble with our 
lives is not that they have so much to carry, but so 
little depth of Ged and his spirit under them to give 
them buoyancy. - Our shallow times are our hardest 
times. 

To-day our greatest danger is the crowded life. 
And nearly all our programs and specifics against 
it seem to live but a few months at best. What then 
is the opposite.of the crowded life? Not the empty 
life, but the full life. The crowded life and the empty 
life are the same-thing. As the water turned on at 
full power from the faucet will drive itself out of the 
glass you hold for it, and leave it empty no matter 
how much water is passing through, so the life that 
is opened to too strong a stream of pleasures and excite- 
ments will never be full. There is room enough, but 
there might as well not be. And one of Christ's influ- 
ences is to lay a moderating hand upon these things 


so that they come in in a way which enables them to 


stay. -I¢ was not that Christ brought absolutely new 
and unheard of things into the world so much as that 


he enabled’men to keep and hold ‘the things which 


were always theirs, but always escaping them. So 
he touches this crowded life of ours, and. it becomes 
that satisfying and peaceful thing, a full life. 

A more spacious life is our greatest safety against 
our temptations and our difficulties, and the only 


thing with which we can successfully meet them. But 


finding certain definite -troubles to contend against, 
we often reduce our whole Christianity to just the 
measure of this or that obstacle. We pray chiefly 
with regard to that, or cease to look for any help that 
does not bear directly upon that one trouble. Yet 
often that trouble gains most of its power over us be- 
cause of the very smallness and poorness of our spirit- 
ual life. In a larger soul the trouble would be almost 
lost. The only way we can be equal to our difficulties 
is by being superior to them. . Most of them cannot be 
met directly, but an expanded and more generous life 
often makes them disappear altogether, or shrink to 
such proportions as make them cease to be formida- 





A Chrismas Lullaby 
By Charles I. Junkin 


USHABY, baby, bye low bye, 
Away to the dreamland softly fly, 
While mother is singing low 
Of the baby sweet, of the baby fair, 
Who slept in a manger rude and bare 
In the days of the long ago. 


Hushaby, baby, bye low bye, 

For he was the Son of God most high, 
And he loved us first and best ; 

He will not forget the long ago 

When he was a little one here below, 
Asleep on his mother’s breast. 


Hushaby, baby, bye low bye, 
He rules above in the winter sky 
And his own he safely keeps ; 
He knows how I love you, baby mine, 
And his is the tender love divine, 
He will watch while the baby sleeps. 





Christ. 
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ee By John Sheridan Zelie 





ble. It is said that in the seasons when the African 
cattle are stung to madness by the awful fly-scourge 
they are driven by it right up into the highlands where 
the scourge cannot flourish, and so ceases to follow 
them. To fight our troubles on their own level, to be 
barely equal to them, is impossible ; to enter into 
some level of life and faith which is above them is to 
defeat them. After Christ came the world learned 
that such levels were open to them. 

Christ's chief way of making room for us is by re- 
ducing our lives from their swollen and absurd pre- 
tensions until we find our normal selves, It is 


wonderful how much freer we feel whenever self is 


brought down to juster proportions, The athlete 
feels his liberty increasing with every needless weight 
that is stripped away from him. Then we learn that 
the world does not need so very much done to it in 
order to change it completely. A little change in 
ourselves, the relief that comes from ceasing to occupy 
a place which we kept only by too great an effort, the 
ease with which we do things when we forget our- 
selves, the liberty men give us gladly when more of 
the self has passed out of us, by such things as these 
Christ becomes a room-maker for every man who re- 
ceives him. Life always seems more ample and more 
of an opportunity when we find our place in it, and 
always seems a marvelously more generous place to 
the one whom Christ has helped to find his real self. 
The more we strive to make life larger by increasing 
our selfish demands, or by forcing ourselves forward, 
the more certain we are to complain that there is no 
room for us. We are blocked in every direction. 
The best laid plans go wrong. Progress is something 
painful and disappointing. But for every mistaken 
thing in his life which one foregoes, there comes lib- 
erty to do three other things impossible till then. 
With every decrease of pride one looks out upon a 
larger and more inviting world, And just when we 
thought that our place was too cramped to be longer 
tolerable, it was suddenly widened by the loss of some- 
thing that only Christ could remove. When we say 
that a man is growing, what is really happening is 
that the world in which he dwells is growing to be 
a larger and brighter thing because of some healthy 
lessening of himself. 

But some of us have such a strong tendency to 
think only of the disciplinary things of the Christian 
life that, left to ourselves, we should soon make it seem 
a sort of strait-jacket. I do not think that the first 
thought that occurs to men and women to-day when 
they think of Christ’is the thought of larger room to 
live. We think of problems and creeds which seem 
to cramp, and duties which promise ‘only hardship ; 
and men have little heart to wade through a long 
series of such things before they can reach a sight of 
We begin to namé conditions about Christ, 
instead of presenting him as he presented himself, 
straight to men’s needs, making them wonder at the 
gracious words that he spoke, and naming his condi- 
tions afterward. Room is not the first thing the 
world thinks of when it thinks of Christ, but it was 
what most lives felt first when they first saw him. 

But not less surprising than the sense of freedom 
that he gives to us is the larger room that he con- 
quers for our fellow-men. Brotherhood comes late, 


. but it comes ; and those who seemed to be most in 


each other's way, and found each other obstacles and 
hindrances, find that there is room for both. The 
time comes when our fellow-men become our greatest 
incentive next to Christ himself. When we think of 


how men can limit and interfere with and oppress 


each other, of how every organization that can be 
formed tends to harden and become a tyranny and 
hamper every soul that belongs to it, we need to fall 
back with ever deeper faith and expectancy upon the 
Christ whose coming always relaxes the strain and 
loosens the oppression. 

It was well that into that story of his birth men 
put some hint of that great necessity of the soul_which 
Christ was always to have for himself, and always to 
procure for those who wouid let him. And I think 
that no message that Christmas could bring tv us 
would be more according to his spirit than the mes- 
sage that, if we will make room for him, he will grant 
us all the largeness and freedom for which we long. 

PLAINFIELD, N. J. 
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How Aunt Abby Joined the Home 
Department— psy Annie Trumbull ‘Slosson 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Few characters of Mrs. Slosson’s are more loved than “‘ Aunt Abby.” Her return to the pages of The 
' Sunday School Times is a welcome one; the more so because this return is only the beginning of a long 
series of visits from the quaint old New England woman, to continue during the entire year to come. 


, Aunt Abby telis here how she came fo jo the Home Department. Next year she will tell what some of 
* the Sunday-school lessons mean to her. Beginning with the first lesson in 1909, she will, every fortnight 


or so, give a searching “ talk ” on the lesson. Though she calls it nothing but the unimportant, unlearned 
comment of a plain old country-woman, it is probable that no other part of the lesson-pages will be more 
eagerly sought after by readers, next year, than “ Aunt Abby’s Home Department Talks.” 


ELL, here I am, for the first time in so many 
y and more at the least—shut 





away from -school and like to be for 
more’n a ‘month o’ Sundays,’’ as the old 
saying fa oe ee! 


' When this sickness come on me first, —I ain't going 
to talk about it and tell my symptoms and what the 
doctors say and what they’re doing for me and all, so 
don’t be scaret,—when I was first took sick, one of 
the things that seemed hardest to bear was the giving 
up my Sunday-school class. How I had enjoyed 
‘those children, big girls now, but under my teaching 
since they left the primary, you know. 

* | don't think ‘twas all selfish, that feeling, though 
‘I'm afraid part of it was. But the girls had got real 
fond of me; young folks are like that ; treat them 
kind and show you take an interest, and they'll open 
their soft little hearts to you like posies to the sun- 
shine. And I'd felt I was helping them, learning 
them some good things they had never took in before. 
And—oh, there were things I can’t talk about, secret, 
sacred things, signs of blessed changes in some of the 
young souls, troubles of theirs nobody but me knew 
about, faults they wa’n't too ashamed to let me see or 
too fond of to refuse to let me help them to get rid of 
There was—oh, lots of things. It "most broke my 
heart when I knew it was over, for a spell anyway, 
and I must stay at-home. I ain’t going to tell you 
how I got resigned to it all. It's a long story, for it 
took some time, and most of it was all betwixt me 
and Somebody who learnt me how to bear it and take 
it right. 

Well, you know how it’s turned out, how Mis’ 
Deacon Hall's took that class, the best woman the 
Lord ever made, except my mother, —nobody’s ever so 
good as our mothers, you know. And for having 
Scriptur’ at her fingers’ ends, and for having read 
commentaries and heard great sermons, there isn’t 
her like in the state. Her father was Professor Wilby 
that wrote and preached'and educated out of the Bible, 
you know, and:' twas the blessedest, splendidest thing 
that ever happened: to that class of mine. 

Fhen Mr. Hastings told me about this Home: De- 
partment, and’ how | could help start one, me that had 
been thinking: I could never start anything again, with 
these poor helpless limbs of mine, never be of any 
use to my neighbors again. I'd always been inter- 
ested in my neighbors, two much so some folks con- 
ceited, searching into their affairs; they says, on the 
ground that mebbe I could help "em and so on. I 
really didn’t mean it that way, but I dare say it looked 
like it. 

The very name itself took me right off, Home 
Department. I always was dreadful fond of that word 
home. It’s got mere meaning crowded into four let- 
ters than any other word in the dictionary, Can you 
say it without all sorts of rememberings, all kinds of 
pictur’s and siglits coming to you? Don’t it bring 
sounds, too, in your ears, of voices that have been still 
for years, or sweet scents from the posy beds, and 
spicy ones from the sage and pennyr yal, and sweet- 
marj'trum in the back garden? And when *twas ex- 
plained to me amd how it wasn’t meant to take the 
place of the Sanday-school I loved so much, but to 
carry it as wells could be to folks shut away from the 
real one, I see at once what a beautiful thing "twas. 

Then they sent Miss Latham, the Visitor as she's 
called, to tell me all about what to do ; and she brought 
me papers and helps and I got dreadful interested, 
and in a hurry to begin. Miss Latham said there 
wasn’t any Home Department members yet in my part 
of the town, and she hoped mebbe I could interest 
some of my neighbors in the plan. 

F can’t go out myself, you know, but I sent over for 
Mary Ann Cebb across the way. She's terrible lame, 
and hasn't been as far as the meeting-house for a 


long spell, and when I told her about this, and how 
she could be a member of the Sunday-school again, 
spite of her lameness, she most cried she was so 
pleased. 

' It begun with only just her and me, and see what 
it's growed into! Nine of us poor shut-ins right in 
this neighborhood, each one a-studying away Sundays 
at the lesson, as such folks are doing all over the land. 
Every or.ve in a while I have as many of the nine as 
can get here come to my little home, and we go over 
the lesson together, and sometimes, if anything in the 
lessons has struck me partic’ lar, I tell them so, and 
talk a little about it. 

It's a queer kind of gathering, more like a hospital 
than a Surday-school. Lame, blind, deef, old, and a 
baby or two that can't be left home alone. I always 
read over the lesson through the week lots of times, 
and I think it over every hour’most. It helps me 
somehow to try and put myself back in those times, 
to make believe I am seeing the whole thing myself, 
looking on and listening and sometimes taking part, 
a little speck of a part,.a humble part o’ course. And 
though I never get over a kind of homesick feeling for 
the real school,—for the singing, the praying, the su- 
perintendent’s short but full o’ meaning talk about 
the lesson, the minister's word-or two and his smile 
that warms you all through, thé bright listening faces 
of those dear girls setting before me,—I' can ‘bear it 
patient now. 

Sometimes when we're together, in my little room 
and I look ’round at these queer scholars, the very 
sight of them brings up those Bible times we’ re stady- 
in’ about. For the great Teacher had lots of their 
kind, halt, lame and weakly folks amongst his listeners 
and followers, and so did the apostles, later times. 
And when we're reading or talking of their blessed 
works, I tell you, it comes home to us pretty clear. 
James Edwards’s face lightens all up when we read of 
Bartimeus, and he wipes those eyes that have been 
shut up so long, wondering if that same great Physician 
won’t mebbe open them some day, here or somewhere 
else, 

Mary Ann Cobb and Andrew Knight love to hear 
how the lame man leaped and walked as the Master 
called him ; Uncle’ Lisha smiles to read of opening the 
ears of the deef, and almost thinks he hears clear again 
when the voice speaks that strange word, EpAphatha, 
that means ‘‘ Be opened "’; Marthy Sanders and Lois 
Smith, holding their babies as they listen, make us 
all think of the mothers gathering round him and 
bringing their little ones for a blessing, Susan Giles 
fetches pour little Eben—he has spells, has had them 
all his life, and:he's going on thirteen now. ‘ Fallin’ 
sickness’’ folks ‘round here call it, you know. I 
don’t remember the doctor's name for it. When the 
spells come he falls over wherever he is, and once he 
was dreadfully burnt by falling against the stove, and 
once he fell-into Pond Brook. He can't talk much, 
and is only a baby as. far as knowing how to take 
care of himself. But his mother's wrapped up in 
him, loving him all the more for his troubles, as 
mothers do, youknow. She always fetches him along 
the Sundays they come here, and I never can look at him 
without thinking of that boy in the Bible so like to 
this one, and how his father brought him to Jesus for 
help. He had these same spells, for his father tells 
how ofttimes it cast him into the fire, and oft into the 
water, and how he had a dumb spirit. He was so 
from a child, too, says his father, and ‘‘if thou canst 
do anything, have compassion on us and help us,”’ 
he says. It brings the whole thing up before me so 
plain as I look at poor little Eben with his white face 
and silent lips, and I ask the Lord in my heart to 
help this boy, too. 

Yes, we're a poor, weak, crippled lot of folks, take 
us all in all. But He preached to such, and helped 
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By Clinton Scollard 


ERBA, the shaykh, who ruled the Ben Shamar, 
Lay groveling in the doorway of his tent, 
For tyrannous despair had stormed his heart 
And banished hope. Around, the brazen noon 
Shimmered with maddening lustre on the sand. 
Within, the women moaned; and by the well, , 


_Beneath the breezeless shadow of the palms, 


The children whimpered. Parched the pastures were, 
Wanting the silvery benison of showers ; 
One after one had failed the lagging flock, ne 
While all save chaff had vanished of the grain . 
That many a day had held gaunt famine off. 

In vain had prayers at rise and set.of sun, 


At midnight, and the fever of high noon, 


Been lifted up to Allah. Not.asign «3% ¢) -evic 
To suppliant man gave back the cruel sky, - 

And now to Jerba, pinched and haggard-eyed, 

Out of the blistering waste rode strangers twain, 
And cfaved both food and shelter at his hand. 


Shame sits forever on the brow of him 

Who sends the traveler hungry from his door, 
And though sharp anguish thorned him to the heart, 
Forth from his tent went Jerba, head down bent, 
The poignance of his sorrow moving him 

Until his footsteps faltered. Thus he came 

Unto the tether of his faithful steed, 

The horse that oft had borne him fleet and far, 
Whose noble sire might well have been the wind 
So swift-he was. * Here, sobbing, on his knees 
The shaykh.sank, raising one more trustful prayer 
To him who reigns supreme in Paradise. 

Then, his fine features grim with stern resolve, 
The word: forgiveness ” poised upon his lip, 

For to his soul it seemed the steed must know, 
He drew his scimitar. It poised in air, 

Giittered a second, golden in the sun, 


eyes 
Lo, there the angel of deliverance dawned, 
For those strange desert-ships, the camels, came 
With opulent cargo! 
Round his horse’s neck 
With passionate tenderness clasped Jerba’s arms ; 
“ Great is thy name, O Allah!” low he cried, 
‘Nor fail thy benefactions to that man 
Who, sorely tried, grips duty still to heart!” 
Cunton, N. Y. ; 


neal 


Do We Look Up? 
By Eleanor Root 


ae HE clouds are always beautiful and clean, no 
matter what is in the house. Just look out, 
mama,’’ said a little girl to her mother, who 
stood on the doorstep of the dingy factory tenement, 
bemoaning the smoky, discolored walls. 

The mother looked out: The strip of green by 
the river's edge, the great rolling white clouds, and 
the deep blue of the calm, far-reaching sky entered 
her heart and soul, and made her forget the pov- 
erty and grime. 

Boston. 
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‘LESSON’ FOR DECEMBER 20 (1 Kings 12 : 4-13) 
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The Lesson Pilot 
Getting Started in Class. 
N OLD times the death of a king was once an- 
pssem Sty: Ayn? pag pe X The King is dead! 
Long live the King /" This was meant to show 
that there was no break in the life of the throne; that 
the death of one king meant the creation of his suc- 
cessor, whose kingship com with the last 
breath of the one who had gone. ; 
We may make that old-time phrase the basis of our 
Christmas lesson to-day. We learn of what we may 
call the death of one king,—worse than ordi 
psete his gv on fog foretold reg o = 
ingdom. e learn beginnin e reign 
another king; and his reign is still online on, and in- 
= in power and ae eae A year. The soe 
D haps a usan ars apart; 
we ohall atedly them er, bechase next Friday 
is the anniversary of the birthday of one. ‘‘ The 
King Who Failed,” and ‘* The King Who Conquered”: 
let us see if we can learn the reasons for the failure 
and for the victory. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


Tell all know about Solomon (this to the class). 
Who was he? How old was he when he was made 
‘king? What exciting circumstance accompanied his 
coronation ? (Adonijah’s attempt to seize the throne.) 
Wherein lay his strength at the beginning of his 
reign? What great plan of his father David did he 
carry out ? yg we had left the story of Solomon's 
life last week, after three lessons with him, what gen- 
eral opinion of him; as man and king, would we have ? 


But we did not finish his life-story last ‘week; its | 
last chapter comes to-day. And a man’s life is not’ 


really known until the chapter has been told. 


iven in Mr, ay’s first para: 
e The teacher eae cunarke reais prepatation 
for this lesson, chapters 9 to-rr of 1 Kings, then'Pro- 
fessor Beecher’s first four partagr: 

realization of the tremendously tangled and demoral- 
ized condition Solomon’s kingdom was now fast get- 
ting into, Then tell the-story of those years to your 
class, taking advantage of the following: 


Solomon’s. levy of bondservants has its parallel in Turk- 
ish life to-day (Mackie, 1). att J 

Did Solomon know the danger of foreign wives? 
(Beecher, on v. 4.) 

Solomon did not want to live by a straight standard : a 
striking illustration of the dependable standard (Kester, 3). 

Solomon knew enough ; what he needed was not more 
knowledge, .but more will (Ridgway, 2). 

David’s ‘perfect’? heart: what this meant (‘* Beecher, 
on v. 4).. The word ‘‘ perfect’? in the Bible: commonly 
means ‘* complete,’? not ‘‘sinless’’.;. David was. one of 
the few kings. of Israel or Judah whose loyalty to God was 
complete, in the sense that he never r ized other gods, 

The insidious and ruinous effect of Solomon’s polygamy 
and idolatry (Sanders, 5). 

How, simply from the human standpoint, fidelity to Je- 
hovaa might have saved the ki ( Beecher, on vs. 9-11). 

Is it fair or honorable to traduce and deny the man who 
made you what you are? (Ridgway, 3.) Sis) ,4tKF 


After the class have had the record of Solomon’s 
later years laid pretty fay. before them, ask the 
question : was Solomon’s life a success’? ‘ Mr. Ridg- 
way answers this in no uncertain way. in his last pata- 

aph. And it looks as though the facts were with 

im : Solomon failed.in the task at which God had set 
him. As a king. he betrayed his people and his God. 

It would be a dark picture for the close of the year’s 
lessons; but we don’t have to leave them here. The 
King is dead! Long live the King! Let us turn tothe 
new king. He is a son and successor of David and 
Solomon (see Matt. 1: 1-17), but he never had any 
such earthiy honor, or riches, or paiace, as they. 
Listen, for a moment, to the story of the coming of 
this-King (read the Luke lesson aloud). : 

Yet this King succeeded, while Solomon failed. 
Why ?. Get. the members of the class to express 
themselves freely in answer to this question. Then 
devote the remaining time of the lesson to bringing 
out the meaning a the victory of this King. Use 
Mrs. Sangster’s opening suggestion, that before the 
night of which the lesson tells there had never been 
a Christmas Day in the world; and make the picture 
of that night real, as she does. The meanings of 
Christmas are given in wonderful richness through- 
out Mr. Gordon's article. A heart-searching mes- 
sage will be found in Mr. Howard’s comment. That 


Keen old Stephen Girard knew this, —tell the incident . 









aphs; for a vivid \ 
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LESSON 12.: DECEMBER 20. A CHRISTMAS TALE OF TWO KINGS 
">. 1 Kings 11 : 4-13 (read 9-11; commit 11: 11); Luke 2 : 8-20 (commit vs. 8-10) 
Golden Texts Sper ae renee aoe tn ie ay ot Oeil a Sovieen who is Christ the Lord.—Luke 2: I! 


In the accompanying pages, some of the writers 
treat the Old Testament passage, some the New. 





The King Who Failea 


And Solomon did that which was,evil >? 
sight of Jehovah, and went not fully after Jehovah, as dic 
David his father, 7 Then did Solomon build’ high place for 
fe ap th oh I 

he for all /his foreign wives, 


ve it to thy servant. 12 Notwithstandi 
do it, for David thy father’s sake: but 


in not 
‘will rend it out of the hand of thy son. 13 Howbeit I will not 


all the kingdom ; but I will give one tribe to thy 
for David my -servant’s sake, and for Jerusalem's sake 


1 Heb. és with thee. 


The King Who Conquered 


8 And there were shepherds in the same country abiding in 
the field, and 1 watch by night over their flock. 9 And 
an angel of the stood by them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them ; and they were sore afraid. 10 And 
the angel said unto them, Be not afraid ; for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the ple : 
Ir apres, Aas to you this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is.* Christ the Lord.. 12 And this #s the sign 
unto you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
and lying in a manger. 1 Bese denly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the wenly host praising God, and 
saying, . 

14 G to God in the highes ' 

And on earth * peace among * men in whom he is well 
15 And it came to pass, when the angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this 5 thing that is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto vs. . 16 And they came 
with haste, and found beth Mary and Joneph. and the babe 
lying in. the manger. 17 And when saw it, they made 
known concerning the saying which was spoken to them about 
this child. 18 And all that heard it wondered at the things 
which were spoken unto them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary 
kept all these ® sayings, pondering them in her heart. 20 And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken 
unto them, 

1 Or, night-watches * Or, Anointed Lord * Many ancient authori- 
ties read peace, good pleasure among men, 4 Gr. men of good pleas- 
ure. § Or, saying * Or, things 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons, 


% 
Teaching Nuggets. 


By Henry F. Cope. . 


No great truth is tréasured save by telling it. 
Even heavenly orations are for earthly obedience. 
' Adil our. gifis without the greai first Gift are 
are... 
There are always stars somewhere to those who 
look up. 
Too many think that heaven is mute because they 


are deaf. 
‘The most glorious crowns have been found in 


‘service al a.cradle. 


Angelic anthems are audible only to ears atten- 
tive to earth's duties. . 

There is no good cheer better than the cheer that 
comes from giving good cheer to others. 
Lf you are God's child you will have some of God's 
thoughts whenever you look on a child. 

No one ever really knows why. the aageis Sing’: $0 
much until. he brings some one good tidings, 








the Christmas story is missionary from beginning to 
end is proved by Mr. Pierson: see how may mission- 
ar ints in the lesson your class.can find. 
at the rich and powerful kings .of Israel failed to 
do for God’s people and for the world, the little Child 
who brought the first Christmas day accomplished. 
God’s promise to David was kept. Solomon. failed, 
but Jesus conquered, _Only those conquer who are 
willing subjects of the Christmas-King. 







fA 


as the Euphrates. 


‘Egypt ‘the ‘last king or kin 
‘dynasty, and Shishak the founder of the twenty- 
‘second, = 

‘* David and Solomon directly reigned over the terri- 


_, Difficult Points Explained 
3 1" By Willis J, Beecher, D.D. 
P .ACE.—-In the printed lesson, Jerusalem and the 


heights. In the chapter, Egypt, 


boring 
Palestine, and the neighboring countries as far 


Time.—Perhaps the latter half of the reign of Solo- 


‘mon, , Say, 1003 to 983 B.C. (952-932 B.C., Assy- 


rian). .::: 

Persons:—Solomon and his wives and subjects. 
Especially Hadad, Rezon, Jeroboam, Ahijah. In 
pt: of the twenty-first 


tory occupied by the twelve tribes of Israel. Over 
Damascus and the other Aramezan countries, and 
Moab and Ammon and Edom, they reigned in the 


‘sense that in these countries they maintained garri- 


sons, and received tribute and probably: military 
service, the countries preserving in other respects 
their autonomy. The lesson chapter describes the 
situation in some of the tribu countries (vs. 14- 
25), and then the situation in the land of Israel (vs. 
26-40). In Edom and Damascus there came to be 
interests hostile to the dynasty of David. The state- 
ment that Rezon ‘reigned in Damascus” does not 
imply that Damascus became independent. Doubt- 
less the tribute to Solomon was still paid, though by 
an administration that ‘‘ abhorred Israel.” ithin 
Israel | there arose a yet more serious state of 
dissatisfaction, represented by Jeroboam and the 
prophet Ahijah. Meanwhile the kings of Egypt were 
intriguing to sectre a divided Israel. The twenty- 
first dynasty married its princesses alike to Hadad 
and to Solomon, and the founder of the twenty-second 
dynasty. countenanced Jeroboam as. t Solo- 
mon; but later, as his records inform us, devastated 
impartially thé kingdoms of Rehoboam and of Jero- 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 4.— When Solomon was old: For a good 
many of the later years of his reign, which lasted 
forty years —7urned away his heart; He had been 
warned by his Bible that this would be the case 
(1 Kings 2:3, comp. Deut. 17 : 17; Exod. 34 : 142-16; 
and many other places).— Not Berfect with Jehovah 
...@s was the heart of David: The perfectness 
ascribed to David is not that of asinless man, but that 
of arepentant sinner. From the time of his great re- 
‘pentance David’s heart we eae in ‘its main pur- 
pose, not necessarily in all'details. The perfection 
commonly ascribed to him, however, concerns his 
policy in the national worship rather than his per- 
sonal character. 


Verses 7-8.-—If it had, been right for Solomon. to 
have foreign wives, it would have been right for him 
to provide that they might worship according to the 
dictates of their. consciences. The trouble was that 
he had come to undervalue old-fashioned puritanical 
virtue. He desired to pose as a cultured and liberal 
and magnificent person, Marrying highborn women 
was a fashionable way of enlarging one’s influence. 
He had an ambition to aarpace other kings in the 
number and the beauty and the dress of his wives, 
as in the costliness of his buildings and works of art. 
Culture is fine; but there is no temptation more dan- 
gerous than the temptation to sacrifice to culture our 
plain and simple obligations. 


Verses 9-11.—Had a coy unto him twice: See 
1 Kings 3: 4ff.; 9: 2ff. This is mentioned as aggra- 
vating Solomon’s conduct.—Had commanded: Lit- 
eraliy, ‘‘ was commanding,”—not in special appear- 
ances only, but also in the book of the law, andin other 
ways.—Zhts thing: Solomon practised false wor- 
ship, on the basis of a faise theology. Very likely he 
prided himself on being broad, on seeing something 
good in all religions, on distinguishing between reli- 
gion on the one hand and theology and worship on 
the other. Like many another man, he threw away 
the non-essentials so carelessly that the essentials 
went with them.— Wherefore... 1 will surely rend: 
We need no explanations of this other than the per- 
sonal will of God, but we have at hand certain natural 
explanations. If during Solomon’s forty years he 
and Israel had been whole-hearted in their devotion 
to Jehovah, and in winning the subject peoples to 
anamalgie that would have operated as a unifying 
orce, and might have prevented the disintegration 
which followed. 


Auburn, N. Y. 
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eo he By S. D. Gordon 


ESUS came toearth. Godcomes tous. He wants 
to be where we are. He made us to be his com- 
panions. That wae te jeaniang of Eden, God 

and man ther in s fellowship. But man 
broke the n fellowship by making friends with 
God's enemy. 

The separation was hard on God. He was hu 
for the man. His heart was lonely without him. So, 
as man had away from him he came to man. 
That is the ‘great meaning of Christmas; it is 
God coming to be where we are, that he and we may 
be on the old {ptimate terms again. 
alougtide of mad t bet iten 1a, lie everyaty Nie, 

man m in ev e. 
It seems hard tor us common people to get hold of 
the fact that God is really concerned about the 
things that concern us.° We think of him upon a 
throne, clear beyond our reach. _We have a sort of 
not-good dread of Ged. But Christmas means that 
God comes down alongside, just where we are, to 
take hold with us and help. 

There isa Pam 0 of Christmas that some of 
us haven’t 1 yet. The Christmas Child gave 
a lesson in ling thirty-odd years after this first 
Christmas. He said the way to spell Christmas 1|s 
C-o-m-f-o-r-t-e-r. is, some one coming to 
live with you because he loves you; some one down 
where you are, up, strong and tender, who 
takes hold with you in everything you have to do or 
to suffer. Try that new spelling in your kitchen and 
nursery this week, and next week when you're back in 
the schoolroom; try it in the crowd, and the social 
circle, and the shop. It will give a fine Christmas 

low anda bit of cheeriest Christmas music to the 
arkest corner. 

And Christmas; means, too, the sweet sacredness 
of common things. Jesus put his touch upon the 
commonplace, and’ forever since there has been noth- 
ing common to the man who lives under the spell of 
Jesus’ touch. Plain shepherd-men, in rough home- 
spun, became his errand-men to the world. The 
common field became the audience-room for a mes- 
sage and music that has been thrilling the race ever 
since, Baby bands and wrappings were forever 
made hallowed things because of. touch, Big- 
eyed, bulky cattle were his earliest companions. 
Stable ma 
with the 


he chose to come. Child tending and training, holy 
from the first, have a new, fine distinttion amon 
human occupations since Bethlehem days. _ Person 
service to a woman needing a kindly presence, and 
protection and help in little things, is among the 
manliest things since Joseph ministered to Mary for 
this Babe’s e. Common tasks, and humble homes, 
and prosaic places of work have been forever sweet- 
ened for the man who knows Jesus, by the way Jesus 
chose to come. 

There are certain things that always go with Jesus’ 
coming. ‘They attended his arrival in Judea’s Beth- 
lehem, and will in yours, There is light. A won- 
drously soft, clear, amber-hued light shone down 
upon shepherds and sheep and field as the angel of 
the Lord talked. The darkness of the night gave 
way to the soft, glad shining. ‘' He that followeth 
me,” says Jesus, ‘shall not walk in the darkness, 
but shall have the light of life.” We shall see light 
in his light. On every path, and on each advancing 
“a clear light comes where Jesus comes, 

here was glory. It was something that these 
men could see, even as the glory in Moses’ Tent and 
Solomon’s temple could be seen. And there és glory. 
Jesus gives us the glory he had; the glory of purity, 
of intimate touch with himself, of a gripping life- 
purpose, of a face reflecting his presence within. 

There was music, heaven’s own. The angels sang 
a bit of their home music into the astonished shep- 
herd and sheep ears. Music is the sweet rhythm of 
harmony with God. You apoy, uet know anything of 
Chopin’s nocturnes, nor of Wagner’s thunder; nor 
much of chording and blending; your voice may not 
fit into conventional requirements, but you may 
know the sweetest music singing itself in your heart, 
and singing itself in your voice, téo.''All the divine 
rapture and uplift and soothing of music come where 
—_ comes, 

here was a message straight from God. 
homely‘ Aramaic these Thasnnede 
God knew their mother-tongue,’ and knows yours. 
He will s lain messages to you, in your own 
heart-tongue, when Jésus comes. : 

With the music came a keen feeling that the upper, 
unseen world was real. There is no thing we need 
so much as this. Buildings and money and streets, 
and meals and books, and plans about these, seem 
real. We can touch and smell andsee them. There 
is another world of things just as close to'us as these: 
God, and angels; and guidance and help of every 
sort; jasi as rea’. I might say, more real. But 


"In their 
t a message. 


will be content if you begin to find out this Christmas 
week that they are just as real. 
And then with all these is a great heart-peace 





holdi — 
ass 


and all farm buildings are-toyched 
mow of his glory. rae 
Pure mothe becomes a’ holier thing since so: 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 'TIMES 


where Jesus comes. With the shepherds it was a 
message ‘a Ree gate gore — 
ir ' ly. apy Nt squioesties: ¢ 
_— as Pre ealm as-the -night, as 
fragrant as sweet-brier, and as undisturba- 
ble as the great, still Rockies, belongs with every 
coming of Jesus, . 

If these — have not come into your life with 
Jesus’ coming it is because the way is being choked 
up; something is wrong; you haven't let Jesus come 
in his own way. : 

East NorTHFIELD, Mass. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


F THEM did Solomon raise a levy of bond- 
servants (1 Kings 9:21). ‘Fhis condition is 
. actically at the present day in the 
Turkish Empire. he Ottoman Government does 
not accept the conquered Christian races of the land 
for military service. In return for permission. to live, 
they have to. pay an annual capitation tax in 
support of the Moslem army, and they generally pre- 
fer to have it so. 
: Each one to his own city (Luke 2:3). In Syriaa 
man is registered and pays taxes in the village ortown 
where his people have any property, such as a peas- 
ant’s house, or a vineyard, or a few grainfields. He 
may spend all his life in another village, but for all 
fiscal purposes and responsibilities he is there consid- 
ered as a stranger and a sojourner. ; 
There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2: 7). 
Orientals are very polite within a certain area of rec- 
nized duty towards the family and the neighbor 
with regard to age and rank, but they 
to see and act where a beautiful thing has to be done 
toward a neutral party where the. situation lacks 
those conyentional, relationships.. ‘Thus, the youn 
mother in her weariness after the journey was left 
outside, and in the chill night any warmth that might 
be needed would be got at the open-air fire of the 
muleteers. Bethlehem:’has ‘now a pilgrimage shrine 


/'@t the reputed spot, and‘a church is built over it. 


The building is octupied by priests of the Greek 
‘Orthodox and the , Latin churches, and the right of 
access for daily devotions to the steps that lead down 
to the underground sanctuary is arranged like an 
| irrigation contract. If the stipulation be in the least 
a from, there is apt to be an assault at arms 
with censers! Thus the. inability of the inn, to re- 
ceive Christ seems now to affect the manger also. 

A babe wrapped in swaddling clothes (Luke 2: 12). 
The custom is still largely followed of putting the in- 
fant’s feet together ard placing the arms close by 
the sides, and then wrapping tightly the infant figure 
round and round with cloths. 


BEeyRoutT, SYRIA. 
& 


The Angel Missionaries 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


HE only message of this lesson is a missionary 
message. The angel was a missionary to the 
shepherds, bringing to them good-tidings of 

great joy, —tidings of the coming of the divine 
missionary from heaven to earth. he angelic host 
were missionaries proclaiming to the shepherds the 
glory of God and his will toward men. The 
shepherds themselves me missionaries when 
they made known the sayings of the angels concern- 
i oa child. s : Ripe 
ante be ings o at joy were to be to all peo- 
ple, and as the chuphsete. showed their faith by going 
to see, they showed their faithfulness by spreading 
the news, It is the sin of sins in the world to refuse 
to believe in Jesus as the ‘‘ Saviour, Christ the Lord,” 
and it is the sinof sins in the church to refuse to help 
spread the good news—the pel—‘: to all the peo- 
ple,” for whom the angel missionaries said that it 
was intended. , 
As the angels were missionaries, so every mission- 
ary is an angel,—a messenger of good-tidings. The 
joy that the angels had in proclaiming the coming of 
Christ may be yours if you become an angel to others 
who. know not the good tidings. Is not Christmas, 
the time when we commemorate the great Gift of 
God to the world, a time for us, who have been 
blessed by this gift, to _— ourselves, our tongues, 
our pens, anew to spreading the gospel? Our dimes 
and dollars also.may become angel missionaries, 
bringing joy to the sorrowing, light to those in dark- 
ness, peace to the warring, health to the sick, knowl- 
edge to the erp hope to the despairing, life to 
the dying. hat,a glorious opportunity! 
Brooxiyn, N.Y. 


\ over it is never known what a man 
. prosperit 


sometimes fail“ 


—When Solomon was old ocak Some 
Mh ae = bo in presence of Stephen Girard, 


the 

** Jacob ay isa rich man.” ‘* Why, I 

amen know Jaco Tie eed* eamateah Mr. Girard. 

‘* When did he die?” ‘‘He isn’t dead,”. 

“Then how do you know he is rich 

old merchant, Until is 
won, either of 

has its traps as well 


eat, can be sown in the 
No man can trust him- 


y or character. 
a Wild oats, like w 
as well as in the spri 


» self either at his inexperienced start or at his en- 
-feebled finish. Satan's power is 


constan 
powss venveng with age. So man needs to hold 
and help. Solomon let go his hold on God in the 
most dangerous part of the road. And of course he 
fell, as you and e one will who lets go of God. 
** I, Jehovah, will hold thy hand, and will keep thee” 
(Isa. 42:6; Psa. rig : 117). tay 

— Solomon did that which was evil 


ing the evil, and his life was an ignominious failure. 


Yours be no exception. The world is ordered 
this ys a Solomon was wise—like you. pros- 
red him,—-like you. He deserted God—like you. 


is structure trembled—so will yours. God has said 
it. Read this wonderful passage, Job 27 : 13-23, and 
see if it doesn’t fit your case, Jesus Christ is the 
‘only way of escape” now. left to you. 

Ingratitude.—/ehovah was angry with Solomon 
v. 9). Don't 7 think he had y ee reason to be? 
ohn Fritz, an old Coatesville boy, is the most hon- 
ored steel man in the world. e is the father and 

andfather of the «Steel Kings.” John Fritz took 
them when boys, carefully trained them, and gave 
them the wisdom to discern between good and evil 
in steel. These kings are now upon their thrones, 
living in —= and carrying themselves in' regal 
state, as they can well ord to do, What would 
you: think of them for menoesgine A pve Fritz who 
made them? Why, those men and all men love John 


Fritz. God had done the same for Solomon: ' ‘Does’ ‘ 
Do you love him—or dishonor ©’ 


the same for se 
him ? Notice "s goodness. Tries to save him by 
pee , twice. Sent the Queen of Sheba to visit 
im. 
vah thy God who ‘delightet: in’ thee’: (1-Kings -10.: 
1-10); - God will never speak to’you louder‘than when 
some one congratulates you upon a religion you don't 
possess—but are’supposed to.. If that doesn’t bring 
you to your knees nothing will. She continues, 
‘Happy are thy men, happy these:.thy servants,” 
and as soon as Solomon was dead, these ‘*happy” 
preate were ready to fly at each other’s throats in re- 
lhon. There are lots of less ‘t happy” homes just 
like Israel. Prosperous business, beautiful palaces, 
father dies, and then the bad blood and the lawsuits 
and the break-up. Keep true to God and endure. 


Little Tots.—For David thy father's'sake 
(v. 12). David was dead, but his faithfulness was 
still a force in the world, and was saving Solomon 
from complete heartbreak in spite of his sins. When 
you are away from God you rob those little tots there, 
playing on the floor. hen you become a Christian, 
and work for God, you earn a fortune for them. The 
fortune of success, —right here on the earth. ‘*For 
thy father’s sake.” ‘hat’s the ‘topen sesame.” 
Have you never been struck, im reading of successful 
men and women, how many of them are the chil- 
dren of men who gave their lives to: God’s service 
and died .poor,—or rather rich? Preachers, mission- 
aries, teachers. Yet their boys — of every- 
thing,— nations, railroads, steel trusts, etc. ‘* For 
thy father’s sake.” If you have turned your back 
upon God, and have_‘‘no use for churches or re- 
ligion,” will be punished as surely as Solomon 

Y sul worst punishment will be that your 
sin will fall upon the heads of your children—those 
little tots playing there upon the floor (Exod, 34: 6, 7). 


Too Busy for Boys.—/ will give one tribe to thy 
son (v. 13). And the son. was a fool. He was the 
ripe fruit of the harem, a choice product of polygamy 
when there is no Nathan to interfere. Solomon had 
no use for Nathans,—was he not ‘‘ wise” ?—and so 
the heir was all that was to be expected: » Oh, those 
splendid proverbs he used to write! ‘Train up a 
child in the way he should go.” Fine,—but, 
Solomon did not train. e knew all right, but was 
too busy. There are others. The popular idea of 
Solomon is that he was one of the world’s great 
successes. Will some one rise up and tell me how? 
—— I spend my life in creating a great business, 
and with its show it is full of dissatisfied people 
ready. for dissension, and goes all to pieces as soon as 
I am dead. The other merchants on the street 
would wag.their heads, and say, ‘‘ Poor Ridgway,” 
and when merchants say, ‘* Poor Ridgway,” they say 
failure. Selomon and Ridgway and you spell failure 
when we spell sin. 





< 


emember what -she -said, ‘** Blessed be Jeho- . 
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. -qgeed for me!" ** 


Atmtesmomaenmentee: Erato | Graded Helps | 
lesson. 


be used, and two dollars for came a d 
| the best illustration used for each week's But note devoted his life Leaving others true spirit of 
| ~ipart 2 ee te the pyre very — r thy eo gp pa Hp wean 
; 7 > sig : x * to us. 4 t, that. i most fallen 


z 
i 


' ‘the num manuscripts submitted by readers in-this 4S the did. We must. bring oth 
“department is 2 large that fs not practicable to return un- to see the Christ and , and 
; not 


wach oncae unseen Seek Weahy a Nerve Wersagier DS "Pow Tis Leoor 
are “ ; . > . 

calendar, laeby lemons being due three b—# in advance. = Syay nici nll - ee, 

fom SS 96 <aipeen ent Denman (Ante 9 t pr-es) . + » Due Dec. 12 4 


: 1 p iat Pe aw Rein 2. ! 
* Dap baits Gee || :: : From the Platform 


2. Apel Se Poet Delivered from Prison (Acts 12 : 1-19) . 10 


par Acts 9: 1-  g 
: April The Gonpel in Antioch (Acts mist - ‘ By Philip E. Howard 
{Ne Si IM e dh ee as . 


the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, we rejoice in 


Prayer Before 
The Weskening Staff.— His heart was — thy coming to the hearts of men. Thy life and thy love were 
with me resgeda Naree Arabs yet eg — ja ney Arp yi the distant: 3. but fe meme! of: ry 
. fora time a worm was win e s only a while thou didst fully come, because it was 
| on which Soloman leaned until at fest the eteff broke only so late that we have been willing to wide the 


open 
and the great king fell. It was at the king’s Aeart oot ieee, eevee! dire have we to give to 
that the worm was really wing. A heart to many a hal A us, and that-the joy 
does not mean a sinless but a wi a ee ae Untied comen haya the Roller Gud erecta ter 
devoted in its aim and motive to God. the birth of some of us into the new, free, abounding 
a corner in his heart for God, and other corners for service to thee. Amen. 

nations. 


life 
the s of all other The Saviour’s words a 

apply here: ‘‘Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” , Fig dese sec all gob geen ory cow Se 
—Mary B. Chipman, omer Nova Scotia. nother, there flashes across your mind a picture of 
From Dr. Miller's Year Book. the person— ur picture of him as you know him. 
How to Keep from Yielding.— 2ecause his heartwas And when others speak pur name, ictyre as 
turned from Jehovah, the God of Israel(v.9). The others know you flashes acfoss the pRar etbere:’ 
story is told of a man who went to the king and This lesson gives us three names for Jesus. I 
asked him how he could keep from yielding to tempt- wonder what you see when you say the first—what is 
ation. The king told him to take a pot of oil and the first name used? Saviour (write it). Isee Jesus 
carry it through the city. If one drop of the oil was on the cross (write it)’ And what the second 
spilled, his head was to be cut off as a penalty, and name?’ Christ.’ And that suggests to me the Jesus 
two officers with axes followed him to execute the who was anointed, set apart to live for me (write Set 
threat. After making the tour of the wf the man Soest The third name? Lord. I see him now a 
returned to the king without having spilled a drop of ng—regnant, ruling over men, over you and me, 

the oil, ‘* Did you see any one as you made the tour as the Lord of 
of the city ?” asked the king. ‘‘ No,” answered the (write My King). 
man, *‘I saw nothing and knew nothing. I kept my 


we are and hope at our best to be 














eyes fixed on the oil.” Then the king told him the SAVIOUR 

way to keep from the power of temptation was to ON THE CROSS 

keep the thoughts fixed upon Christ.—/u/ia A. Rod- a 

inson, Arlington, Mass. Heard in a sermon. The | JESUS CHRIST 

prise for this week is awarded to this illustration. gre seca 
Explaining the Saviour.—For there is born to you «| gh onto 

this day in the city of David a Saviour (v.11) A * © MY KING 

missionary writes: ‘‘ The Eskimo have no word in Ke . $48 

their age to represent.the.Saviour, and I could Doés the angel’s message seem real to your own 


never find out that they had any direct notion of such heart to-day? To youvhas come: Jesus who is all this 
afriend. But I said bo them, ‘Does it not happen 4nd more. To-night when you look up at the stars, 
sometimes when you are out fishing that a storm will you repeat bee | yo all to yourself, M 
arises, and some of you are lost and some saved?’ . Saviour, My Christ, My Lord? I think you will fin 
They said, ‘Oh, yes; very often.’ ‘But it happens deep joy in this, and Jesus will be very near. Let us 
that you are in the water, and owe your safety to Pray. 

some brother or friend, who stretches out his hand to PHILADELPHIA. 

help you?’ ‘Very frequently.’ ‘Then what do you ad 

call that friend?’ They gave me in answer a word * . 

in their language, and I immediately wrote.it against Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 
the word Saviour in Holy Writ, and ever afterwards (With references also to the old and new editions of the 
it was clear and intelligible to all of them.”—/uniata metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.”’) 

Rokr back, Washington, D. C. **Hark! what mean those holy Psalm 148 : 1-7. 


An Indian’s Idea of Salvation.—For there is born eed a A. e 2. 323 : 1-3.) 
...@ Saviour (Golden Text). D. L. Moody gave ,,) come, au ye ‘S tae an . 
the following story in one of his sermons: ‘“‘AnIn- _,, peak oe peels fas or we Soe” Hs, In By 1-5.) 
dian, when asked what the Lord had done forhim, «Cp ictiant & ; ; an Mba 

, _ ~ ae Christians, awake! salute the (148:1, 2. 209: 1-4) 
gathered some dry leaves into a circle, and, placing ‘happy morn.” Psalm 136 : 1, 2, 12, 13 
a worm in the center, set them on-fire. As the flames Angels, from the realms of glory.”’ (203 : 1, 2, 10, II. 293% 
drew nearer on every side, he lifted the worm out, ‘‘O little town of Bethlehem.” . 1-3.) 
and placing it safely on a rock, said: ‘This is what “While shepherds watched their Psalm 113: 1-3.) _ 
Jesus did for me.’*”"—7Zhe Rev. 7. Wesley Cosens, flocks by night. (163 : 1-3, 229 : 1-3.) 
Wallaceburg, Ont. ** Revive thy work, O Lord.”’ Psalm 16 : 5. , 

The Statue of Peace.—On-carth peace among men ‘The world is very evil.” (37 23-6, 29 2 3g 

(v. 14). Fourteen thousand feet above the nnd sur- ‘Come, ye alle heavenly a 2a) 
rounded by s of perpetual snow, upon a pinnacle pare a Psalm 89 : 27-32. 
in the Cordilleras of the Andes, stands the colossal “My soul, be on thy guard. 


2 +. — oe (122: 3. 4 _ 180: 5-8.) 
monument of the Christ. Chile and Argentina pn is on the Lord's -.. . .. Psalm 16 21-6. 
have lifted it on the mountain. top between these _°"Y Kingdom come, O God.” (217 : 3-4. 316: 1-4.) 
two countries, as a tangible witness of international "Did Christ o'er sinners weep. Psalm 26 : 1-9. 


brotherhood. The statue cost about a hundred thou- “ Nearer, my God, to Thee. (35 : 1-8 54 3 1-7.) 
sand dollars, and was paid for by i a 5 4 

sses con i ¥ ‘ i 
0 _ “aim oS tree. ie em comerinciiie ~~ as Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
shall these mountains crumble to dust than A = % » These Home Res are the selectins of the. International | 
tines and Chileans break the peace which at the feet { _ Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
of Christ the Redeemer they have sworn to maintain,” pay 5 naw Path me arg phrase) Building, Chicago. 


and on the o ite side of the base, the angel song ... . : “ 
of Bethlehem are On earth peace; good will cowasll Sec! ane & ees tad et ee ade Siorsan's biseceine 
men.” — The Rev. C. H. Kilmer, Mecklenburg, N.Y. Wedmesday.—Matt.2:1-12. ::::. : . The Shepherds 


The Christmas Message.— And a/i that» heard:st~~Thursday.— Matt. 2-13-23 ...- : .. . The journey to Egypt 
wondered at the things which were spokem-unto™™ oe Ps ae a ee Ihe Woe 


styl ‘ turday.—Isa.9:1-7............. The Prophe 
them by the shepherds (v.18). It is said. that Francis aes tebe eas a amet > Aegean Sent of taan 
Murphy, the celebrated temperance philanthropist, : al 
was once passing along the street in company with ~Monday.—x1 Kings 11: 4-13 . . . . . . Solothon’s Downfall 
some of his friends:en:the way home from:one of his Tuesday.—r Kings 11 : 26-43 . .... . Ahijah's prophecy 


lectures, and seeing a drunken man crouching in the ednesday.—Ecclesiastes 2: 1-1. ... >» anity of riches 


mg be : : Thursday.—Jer. 9 : 12- a ee ee i f wisd 
shaiow of a building, he went up to-him, and putting Friday.-Dest, mJ Pain oe sa See Lab acme Wien 
his hand upon the man’s shoulder, said: ‘‘ Brother, Saturday.—Ezekiel 14 : 1-8 . . . . «Idols in the heart 


God loves you and needs you!” ‘‘Lovesme! Needs | Sunday.—1 Cor. 10: 1-12. . |. .'. . . 'Warning-examples’ 


Vv 


He 
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The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
The Melancholy Close of Solomon’s Reign 


I, Tue GeneraL Preparation (1 Kings 9-11). 
[For each member of the Bible class,] 


.T SOME period of his brilliant reign Solomon's 
judgment became warped. He set his heart 
upon rivaling, or at least imi , the mag- 

nificent extravagance of the courts of er nations, 

which were far better equipped to sustain it. He 

planned not only to equip his nation with what was 

, but to develop his plans on a large and 

im ve scale. His ambitions were personal 
er than national, selfish rather than benevolent. 

Selomon was capable of being one of the greatest 

rulers of his race. Perhaps "fortboam II, who was 
after his type, and ruled a ssrast genuine domain, 
exceeded him in statesmanship, but not in ca: ty. 
Solomon inherited the fa tedness of David, and 
had the opportunity which David coveted and pre- 
pared for. David's victories had uced a state of 
peace out Palestine and Syria. Solomon 
was not forced to s le for the chance to exist in- 
dependently, but could plan for the development of 
iis tite anak he advantages offered 
was quick to perceive the advan 8 offe 

copestguie’ nation by its geceraeuice) position 
and political relations. He was cleverin making the 
most of these unities so as to encourage com- 
meree and his revenues. He understood 
the world of his day fairly well, and introduced his 
people to it. Through his influence they began to 
substitute for their narrow provincialism a broader 

—— 
All this was necessary if Israel was ever to become 
the world’s teacher regarding God and his righteous- 
ness. But this transition period was not one of un- 
mixed blessing for the people. They were forced to 
support Solomon's schemes in two ways: by paying 
oppressive taxes, and by Stree tap: ingle to carry 
rough the various enterprises. e thus practically 
exhausted the resources of his country and weakened 
his authority. His P ghey areessna may have continued 
to be just, but it had to become despotic, and so op- 
ve, Political troubles clouded: much, of his 


' feign, and made disaster to his successor certain, 


ne element in Solomon's political policy: had dis- 
astrous results iously. e believed in. making 


alliances with other kings, and securing them by mar- 


ng a daughter of each sovereign. Thesc wives per- 
py hime to erect shrines for their national deities, 
and thus he was gradually made a patron of idolatry. 
Through him these various sorts of worship got a 
fvothold and a legitimacy in Israel which had serious 
consequences. 

Thus the biblical verdict regarding Solomon seems 
to be that, although he was sagacious, brilliant, and 
enterprising, he was not well balanced. His pride 
and vanity blinded him to the oppressiveness of his 

licy, and made him in his later years forgetful of 

ehovah. In one generation he undid much of 
avid’s work. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


A leafiet containing the namés and prices of reference works bearing 
onthe current lessous will be mailed by The Sunday School Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

It will be well to read the estimate of Solomon in 
any- history. These will differ, but must be tested 
by the record. Bible dictionaries will also be helpful. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 


One value of this lesson is the doubt it throws on 
Salomon’s success as a ruler and its statement of the 
reason. 

Solomon's Personality, Enumerate the advan- 
tages which he had. Is there any quality which is 
essential to success? What did he lack ? 

His. Commerce. How wide-ranging was it? To 
what did he introduce his people? 

His Building Operations. What had he in mind 
besides his own accommodation? What was his 
error’? 

His Idolatry. Did. Solomon directly. plan to be 
tanfaithful to Jehovah? What ht it about ? 

His, Political Troubles, What gave them head- 
way? Why were they formidable only to his suc- 
cessor ? 


What He Did for His People. What achievements. 


of significance may we credit to Solomon? Why did 
is reign seem soglorious to following ‘generations? 


‘ How did it really.compare with that of David? 


FV. For Home Stupy on Next WEeEeEx’s Lesson. 
1. Pick out the three achievements of greatest im- 
rtance to the nation to be credited to David? 2. 
ick out three to be credited to Solomon? 3. Com- 

pare the boundaries of Solomon's kingdom with that 

of Saul ? 


Wasneauen CoLiecz, Torrexa, Kansas, 


-—y 


—y, 
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My Class of Girls 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


ID you ever think, girls, that for 
ages in there was no 
ristmas day? You are study- 
ing the story of the first Christmas Eve 
the world ever saw. It was a gift from 
heaven, and an annou it, T 
to picture to yourself the wonderfu 
scene, Were you to write down the 
principal words they would concern the 
rsons, — shepher watching their 
ocks, an angel appearing with a mes- 
sage, theta great company of shining 
ones, a choir of angels coming down 
from heaven and singing a strain such 
as earth never heard. No one heard it, 
then, except the shepherds. The whole 
world was ag # 

When the shepherds started from 
home that day to keep their watch over 
the sheep each may have said to a little 
daughter, ‘ -night, Ruth,” or 
** Hannah, good-night, dear child. 
Father is going out on the hills to take 
care of the flock.” I haveoften thought 
of the story the shepherds had to tell 
when they went home the next day. 
They would never be the same again, 
for they had had a vision of heaven, It 
is probable that they were watching 
the white flocks of the temple’s sheep, 
sheep that were meant for sacrifice. 
Now was coming into the world the 
Lamb of God who would make one great 
sacrifice to save us all. 

When the angels went away, where 
did the shepherds ? Where would 

ou have gone? ould you not have 
hurried fast through the dewy fields 
and never stopped running till you came, 
not to a palace, but to a stable? There 
in the dawn-light you. would have seena 
beautiful young mother and a Babe 
newly born. ot far away were the 
cattle; She had no cradle satin-lined, 
this fair young mother, but she could 
make a bed fn the soft hay for the 
child who was like any other child, and 
yet unlike any other that ever came be- 

ore or since. 

The litile Child of Mary was the Son 
of God. He was pure and sinless ever 
hour of his life, and in this he differed, 


oh, how widely, from you’ and ‘me:- 


Would you not have knelt as the shep- 
herds did, worshiped him first, and then 
hastened everywhere to tell the glad 
veing* To every one te met you 
would have said, ‘‘A Babe is born in 
Bethlehem this day who is to bring great 
good to men.” 

What was the burden of the angels’ 
song? Repeat it in concert, ‘‘ Glory 
to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
good will to men.” Our Christmas Eve 
and Christmas day should bring us, too, 
with’ grateful hearts to the ‘manger at 
Bethlehem. 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 
(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more 
questions to each fn the answers to be 
brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. How did they bring home the ark 
from, captivity ?. (Lesson'1.) 2. Why 
did David show kindness to Jonathan's 
son? (Lesson 3:) 3. Against whom 
does the sinner offend, and who alone 
can give pardon and peace? (Lesson 
4.) 4. What great sin did Absalom com- 
mit, and how did David show the ten- 
derness of a father’s heart? (Lessons 
5 and 6.) 6. What beautiful things does 
the Lord our shepherd do for us?. (Les- 
son7.) 7. Tell something that impressed 
you in thé young King Solomon (Lesson 
10). 

Gien Ripe, N. J. 


% 
My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


HE boys were better prepared than 
usual with the Solomon story in 
the lesson-text, for the working out 

of the answer to the enigma assigned 
last week caused them to read the lesson 
caréfully. 

By way of review, I quizzed them 
about the temple structure and dedica- 
tion. I found their knowledge concern- 
ing the temple all too hazy, so I arranged 
for a later quizzing on this subject. 
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said. Was hisjha 4 
:? | Differe 


would be all right, a¢ that time.” This 


I challe promptly. LIcautioned the 


boys nst assuming that gut tent 


pw | read about in the Bi 
i right. I told them that God's 
a standards of right didn’t vary. 
‘If one wants to get a really ex- 
} 
act measurement for a yardstick, 
/ he will not be content with tak- 
* ing some other yardstick, but 
4 will go to London, and there com- 
= it with the standard yard. 
his is a bronze bar with a gold 
‘% plug near either end. Across 
eac ong plug is marked a line, 
and the distance between these 
two lines, when the bar is at 62° 
Fahrenheit, is one yard. That's offi- 
cial; it doesn't vary. Neither does God's 
standard vary. It’s dangerous to com- 
rk my standard with another man’s 
ife; that may not be true. I must get 
back to God’s standard... That doesn’t 
vary. This straight line represents God’s 
standard; the curved line represents 
our lives, too often. We're the wob- 
blers ; God's line is straight. 

A good deal of Solomon's trouble came 
from wanting to ‘‘shine.”. When a 
fellow, king or peasant, -wants to appear 
greater than he is, it’s the beginning of 
trouble. I've seen. many a boy come 
to mean in this way. 

Even the wise Solomon could fall; 
wise or not, there is only one condition 
that will give us God's favor,—1: Kings 
3: 14. 

Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 
(To_be assigned by the teachér, Givitig oe Gr more 


questions to each boy, the answers to be 
brought into class next Sunday.) 





1., What kings of Jscael haye,we:stad- | 


ied about during this quatter? 2. What 
do You" rétiember the movements 
of the ark of the covenant? 3. What 
did yew leakn about forgiveness durin 
the, quarter? About the’ kindnessof 

‘eal king? 4. WhétiSplomen* became 

ing’ what question did the Lord put to 
him, and how did Solomon answer? 5. 
What did you learn about the danger of 


letting our bodies: become our masters ?, ° 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For. the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HAT happy day is coming thi 
week? By next Sunday you will 
know whether the promises of 

your friends came true about the Christ- 
mas presents which you have expected ? 
How many have been promised some- 
thing? hen we studied about God’s 
promise to David: ‘* There hath not failed 
one word of all his good promise,” and 
I hope that will prove true about your 
Christmas presents. It was on the very 
first Christmas Day that part of God's 
promise ta David came true. 

Last Sunday we learned how the prom- 
ise came true that David’s son should 
build a beautiful house for God, which 
was called a tempie. Who built it? 
When it was done, Solomon gave it to 
God for pis worship and praise. (Re- 
view the lesson.) , ; ; 

The other promise was even better, 
—that there should always be a king 
from David’s family. After David came 
Solomon, then his son and grandson, etc., 
until after a thousand years a baby was 
born who was to be King of all the world, 
and he was-bern in the same city as 
David, so long before. (Give each child 
a small picture of Bethlehem or the 
shepherds or-the manger scene, to be 
pasted onacard.) Bethlehem was among 
the hills, and not far away were fields 
where shepherds watched their. flocks, 
just as David had done when a shep- 
herd boy. Let somebody sing: 


** O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie.’’ 


One night there appeared a strange, 
( Continued on next page, second column) 
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3 What they are saying about 


PELL’S NOTES 


teacher, and can assure th oh ra 
in favor more and more au ney pote 
in the to come.—Kep J. W. ‘r, 


, Mll., y Bible School. 





‘Gharch, Withamsdort, Ind. 
Dr. Pell is a remarkable teacher.—EZfworth Her- 
ald, Chicago. 





tor 
it, and ee recus I as 
. an order for ten copies.—Geo. A. Harrington, Paw- 
tucket, R. 1.- > he 


Our pastor is much impressed with Pe//'s Notes. I loqned bigs oy February copy for bie 
ppro 1Pand he said it was the most complete solution of the _he ever handled, did not 
wonder hy I craved it for help.—Frank P. Hunter, Germantown, P: elphia, Pa. 


Pell’s Notes on the Sunday-school lessons is published monthly in vestpocket form 
(5% inches in length, ages), at 75 cents a year, or 50 cents in clubs of fiye or more. 

SPECIAL OFF R: Send us a dollar bill now, and we will send you the 
Notes from now until the end of next year, and we will also.send you three Pell’s 
Calendars for 1909 (30 cents each). They are the most attractive calendars on the 
market at the price, Or, instead of the calendars you may have a year’s subscription 
to The Young Man in Business, the little journal which is doing so much to 
inspire young men with high ideals (price, 50 cents). Or, a year’s subscription to 
The Modern Sunday School (50 cents a year), our new monthly, which contains 
the cream of all good things appearing in current literature for Sunday-school workers, 
and in addition Pell’s Notes in a somewhat condensed form, especially arranged for 
Senior classes, Bible classes, Home Departments, and very busy teachers. 

p@” Sample copy of above publications, except calendar, free upon request. 


Robert Harding Company, Inc., Richmond, Va. 
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Making an Oxford Bible 
Most Remarkable Product of the Greatest Printing Houses 

‘¢The Oxford Bibles are, as all the world knows, 
more popular and more widely circulated than any 
other edition of the sacred volume, and all the world 
knows also that their remarkable popularity depends upon 
the marvelous qualities of the paper on which they are. 
printed. For the Bible is one of the longest books in the . 
world ; and in order that it may be ptesented to the stu- 
dent in a shape at once serviceable and compact, paper of 
very peculiar attributes is required. It must be very 
thin, but at the same time it must be strong in texture 
and opaque. The famous Oxford India paper fulfils 
these conditions in a greater degree than any other 
paper in the world; and ‘during the last twenty years it 
has entirely revolutionized the Bible trade.’’ 


For sale by all booksellers. Send for catalogue. 
Oxrorp University Pauses, American Branch; 35 West 32nd St., New York. 






























Sent To You For A] 
Year’s Free Trial 


Name Your Own Price and Terms. 


Why Shouldn’t You Buy 


As Low As aay Dealer? 
More than 265,000 peopie have saved from $25 to 
in on ee 
pian. is our ‘er. 
‘ou select any of the latest,choicest Cornisn 
yles of instruments,—we = it In your 
fore need 


e for a year’s free use 
make up your mind to keep it. You state 








othermakerofhigh gradeinstrume: 
charge you-you buy aslow as 
© New Cornish Book ¢« 
orien atyce and cpatua everyching 
8 and ¢: ev 
We you $100 om should cote before basing any Lary 
the purchase of a piano. It shows why you cannot buy any other fine am: Cornish plan, 


organ or. piano.anywhere on earth as ‘ow as the Cornish. 
You should have this book before buying any piano or 0. Wi N. J. 
organ anywW' E Over 56 fears } 


here. Let us send it to you free. 

































‘LESSON FOR ‘DECEMBER 20 4: Kings 11 : 4-13) 
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NEW BOOKS 
[EAN acs ae tay op oot 





- Mr. Hamp’s latest 
volume presents 


a 
coe mt eh 

re n the 
southern border of 
ne see baleen the 
me w the eager 
seeker after gold 
and silver was in- 
truding his un- 














resence 
-upom the long set- 
‘tled and. mov- 
com- 
munities. ; 
Six Girls Growing Older 
A story. By 
MARION AMES | 
TAGGART. _Iilus- 
trated. 331 pages, 
Price $1.50. 


This is a continu- 
ation of Miss Tag- 
gart's popular sto- }. 
ries on the ‘Six 
Girls,”’ and is com- 
plete in itself. ltis | 
a cheerful story that 
does not step be- 
yond the bounds of 
the life of every true 
and good girl. 


The Turn of the Tide 

The story of ‘how Margaret solved her 
problem. By Erzanor H. Porter,’ 
author :of “*Cross' Currents.”’ © Iitus~ 
trated. . Price $1.25. 

The picture of the girl's life as:portrayed: 
in ‘* Cross Currents*’ and in ‘* The ‘Turn of 
the Tide’’ will. startle many a reader who 
has never appreciated. that such conditions 
could possibly exist, and it will bring to all 
a wish that they, in some humble way, could 
** do something.’ 


New Little Americans 

Stories. of and about the children living 
in our new possessions, and under the 
Stars and Stripes, 
By Mary Ha- 
ZELTON WADE. 
Iitustrated. 250 
pages. Price $1.00. 


Every child will be 
interested. in these 
stories. for it is the 
purpose of this vol 
ume to make the 
ehildren. better ac- 
quainied with the 
manners and. cus- 
toms of the children 
who have so re- 
centl 
our care and protection. 
home will enjoy reading it, while it is sure 
to become a popular volume for supple- 
mentary reading in the schools. 



































How 
By Mary Knicut Portrer. _Iilus- 
trated. 22§ pages. $0.75. Cloth. 


lr is the. story of a little lame boy who, 
with his cousin Rosamund, battled with 
many children’s problems, but through per- 
severance and natural jnstinet “ Won Out.” 
It is a beautiful:story of child nature. 


The Doll's Story Book 


eee eT 
“ EJOY. 

The DOLL’S 
Story Book 





ly. iFlustrated. 
$0.50. 

“i A Book to charm 
the little folks with 
its short bright sto- 
ries of dolls, and its 
attractive _ iliustra- 
tions, many of them 
beautifully colored. 
No book of the sea- 
son will he’ more 
sought for hy chil- 
dren than this little 
volume. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
Western Office, Chicago 128 Boyisten St., Boston 
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wonderful rs Seed ote 


"eat otf behold, 
of great joy, which abel be "to all pe 
ple; for unto you is born th GaAs 
city of David a Saviour, which is 
the Lord.” Shicsreet tOeaiet: : 


rc ei 
aw 
ngs si "Fear not, gladtidings 


ferns te. bore born to you, ‘Saviour and 
‘ King.’”” ‘ 


The promise to David heb apaie wos. 
The sigu which the a gave. to the 


shepherds.was that th ey should find the 

babe wrap’ in swaddling clothes, ly- 

ing in ‘a manger. (Show the picture.) 
ing: ° 


“* Under the stars one holy night 
“JA little babe. was born ; 


"epee beat ahenets tens tight | 


And glistened till ‘the ‘mora. 
And Wise-men came from ‘far away, 
And shepherds py a where he lay 
Upon his lowly bed of ba 
Under the stars one wight” (Carols.) 


(Let each child paste a star above his 
picture, and write, ‘* Christ is born.” To 
each card attach a calendar for 1909 and 


a ribbon hanger, to complete an appro- 


priate gift for each. mother, See the 


previous lesson regarding the father’s | 


gift Small pictures may be secured 
or-oné-half a°cent each or cut from 
quarterilies.) 

How astonished the shepherds were at 
the wonderful message and the angel 
chorus who praised God, saying, ‘* Glor 
to God in the highest, and on eart 
peace, good will toward men,” As soon 
as the angels were gone the shepherds 
hurried to Bethlehem, where they found 
h and the babe ying in 
the manger, hen they had seen it, 
they hurried to tell the news to 
others. A great. many peo’ 
it since then, and we ho 
will. soon-come when the. glad en 
of Christmas will be spoken all over the 
world, and that everybody may sing: 


“ joy to the world, the Lord‘is sour, 
t earth receive her King,”’ 


We know that Jesus was the King 
promised to David, for when the. Wise- 
men came tosee him, they asked, *. Where 
is he that is born King of the Jews 7?” As 
he grew older, people sometimes called 
him the ‘** Son of David.” 


** In another land and time, 
. Long ago and far away, 
Was a little baby born 
On that first glad Christmas Day. 
* Little children did he love 
With a tender love alway ; 
So should little children. be 
Always glad on Christmas Day.”” 


that the time 





[ Ask Marion Lawrance! | 


‘The General 
school A 





mene g of the International Sunday- 
ciati questions on Sunday- 

schook matters—sat y biblioal’ questions—that are of 
general interest. If not yt stg here, they will be 
— “ Marion Lawrance’s 
* anaes Times, 1031 





eed Street, Philadelphia. 


—~ : 

NEw YORK.—We are thinking of using a 
banner for one of our classes to indicate that 
it has done certain things required. -We have 
in mind a large American flag upon which a 
motto would be painted. Where can we get 
am . and what do you think of this pian ? 
—]. 
aoe are plenty. of . places to. buy 
good flags in New York;City.. They 
are kept by all. first-class .dry 
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Vital Facts to Consider 
== When You Mince Meat 


First, read the labels carefully. and when. you see a 
labelled as containing Benzoate of Soda, 

















brand 
Ba npr ore Fg drug is a deleterious 


coal tar, so harmful to health that the U. S. 
authorities only recently warned the public against it. 

epemngyyns SRE De ciel even. 10: o- 
materials. 


—Consider, 
ceal inferior and unfit 


Mince Meat 


Po a era seers 3 owt 
ally Selected for Quality and Fitness. 


We use none but high-grade beef and suet; 
juicy, fla flawless apples; ; spices freshly ground in 
einz Kitchens, Four-crown Valencia confec- 
tion raisins; the best Grecian currants; Leghorn 
citron and fruit peels of direct importation. 


Such materials as these, prepared, blended 
and sealed’ with Heinz care and_ precision, 
result'in surer quality and finer flavor than 
any home product could possess. 


Sold in tin, glass and stone crocks— 
also in bulk by reliable dealers. 
Satisfaction or grocers refund money. 


roduct of 
vernment 

















~ 





of Heinz 
34,00° 50,06" viatinge pentte ataet he getty Ses 


HB. J HEINZ COMPANY 
New York— 











Ministers, Sunday-school workers and Bible students should have 
THE ILLUSTRATED 
BIBLE DICTIONARY 


a NEW WORK, written in the light of modern scholarship by 
the foremost authorities.on the various subjects. 
This Dictionary: is not an old one made overs The material is 
In one handsome volume, containing 974 pages, 
fully illustrated with colored maps and 365 black 
and white illustrations. 
PRICE $5.00 NET 
Send for full information concerning contributors, etc., with specimen illustrations 


E. P. DUTTON & CO., 31 West 23rd St., N. Y. 

















anywhere will be furnished on order 
at the Py peg é. THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 











stores, also Annin & any, who Ties ©o., s0gs- Walnat Street, phis, Fa. 
— a specialty of. them in yw York 

it owever, your own. dry-goods 
poe al will procure ‘ene for you: . ° JUST OUT 

You should, not on any. account under- et Talks 
take to put a motto on.a United: States 305,000 copies sold of pre- 
flag. It disfigures the flag, and it is con- * ° 
trary to law. No lettering of any kind vious Quiet Talks. 75 cts. 


is needed if the whole school under- 
stands what it signifies. .No more beau- 
tiful banner could be used than the flag. 


( Continued on page 637, second column) 


net everywhere. 
A. C. ARMSTRONG & SON 


with World Winners 








a S.D.Gordon 


3 and § West 18th St., New York 
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A‘Commentary on the International 
Sunday School Lessons for 1909 


The thirty-fifth volume of this wonderful book is, if possible, more attractive and help- 
ful than its brilliant ecessors. ‘ ‘ 

Peloubet's ‘‘ Select Notes "’ take the best and most natural method of peas the. 
vast amount of lesson lore which they contain. Once the teacher has familiarized himself 
with the treatment of the lesson he is master of it, and ready to recite or to teach. ‘Ihe 

resent volume should be in the hands of every teacher end student of the International 
ns, Price in cloth, $1.25 


Wapes Brace Picture Sets 


A selected list of 60 subjects to illustrate the International Sunday School Lessons for 
1909. Price, in a box, 50 

If the entire set is not desired, they can be ordered in lots of 10 or more. Price, 
I cent each, postpaid. In ordering give the numbers. 


Our new illustrated catalog and list of the 60 pictures comprising the set 
sent free upon application. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


Western Office, Chicago 120 Boyiston Street, Boston 


Revell’s Gt Sunday-School Helps 


GREAT in sise, comprehensiveness, usefulness, suggestiveness, 
modernness, and general superiority in every department. 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide $1.00 
By Martha Tarbell, Ph.D. Postage 136. 


GREAT in its low price, its reliability, its apiness 











a ©) ive 
Well 
» Equipped. 
Sunday School 
a fe acher 
4. has all three 








The Practical Commentary 


§0c. 
By Specialists in the Various Departments J Postage s0c. 


GREAT in its smaliness and compacinéss—as Marion Lawtance 
says, Boiled down, pressed, skimmed, yet full, generous, 


‘The Gist of the Lesson |e 25c 
By R. A. Torrey _ Postpaid. 


Fleming H. Revell Company, N. Y., 158 Fifth Ave.; Chicago, 80 Wabash Ave. 


The Most Important Religious 
Book of the Year 


The 
Character 


of Jesus 
By Dr. Charles Edward Jefferson 


Pastor of Broadway Taberracle. Author 
of ** Things Fundamental,”’ etc. 














Send to Church Calendar Company, 156 Fifth Ave., 


New York, for free circular telling of unique t 
which emphasizes Sunday-sc nt Pral t 


hoo! useful to 
busy people ; helpful in forming habits of 


H T 
Fgh CONTENTS 








in R send 0 cents and mention The Sunday tere Strength His Gladness 
School Ti is Sincezi His Humili 
ne th “Special a, senatitinn. a His i eapaininees His Gotimian 
> His Poise His Chivalry 
His Originality His Trust 
His Narfowness Hie Brotherliness 
Q UE STI ON His Breadth His Patience 
His Firmness His Courage 
AND ANSWER LESSON HELP || His Generosity His indignation 


For 2909. Our Lesson Study Slip will solve your 
trouble with Quarterlies. ublished for years. 
Originated by Marion Lawrance. Successful in 
eS hools and cl Samples and Uhrist- 
mas Catalog sent free anywhere. 

World Sunday School Supply Ce., Detroit, Michigan 


CANDY BOXES 


Samples of thirteen varieties for 35 cents. Prices, 
95 Cts. to $2.00 per hundred. Delivery additional. 


Send for 120 catalogue of Su '- 
school and tioliday Supplies. ran, 
49 Dock St., 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., iladelphia 


GIFTS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL PUPILS 


His Enthusiasm His Holiness 
His Greatness 


zemo. Cloth, Gilt Top, $x.50 Net. By Mail, $z.65 


Thomas Y. Crowsll & Co., 2% 


Sunday School Lesson 
Bible Chart for 1909 


Every lesson for 1909 printed out in two colors. The 
lesson, Golden Texts, Vv 

ings, etc. 16 hymns complete, words 

be hung on the at home. The lesson before the 
= every day. Price, soc. by mail. A fine Christ- 
mas 


HALL-MACK CO., Phila., New York, Chicago 


25c BIBLE GAMES POR CHILDREN 
ner Boys *’ (card game) received so enthusiastic- 



































ally that an entirely new one, ‘‘ Bible Giris,’*i 
le classes and friends. Banners, Boo! ready. beautifully illustrated cards, Either Y — 
marks and Booklets. 1o cents each and up. Send for | 25c., postpaid, inv’ pretty bex. The Ev. ical 
catalog. Ibbotson Bros., Richfield Springs, N.V. | Pub. Co. Lakeside Bidg., Chicago. 









exposition and 
illustration, its spiritual suggestiveness, tis miany unigue features. 
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a again, 
‘* Peace, good will to men.” 
Merry Christmas, now, to you, 
As this story, old yet new, 
Seems within all to hide. 


Dail dap it there abide 
All t ear, encircling well 
You and us within its spell. 
$ ALL 
All the year from this glad day 
Mav our hearts and voices say, 
** Peace on earth, good will to men,"* 
Tell it o'er and o'er again. 


They march off the stage in time to lively 
music.—Clara /. Denton, Grand Rapids, 
Mick. 

bf 


How We Did It in Alberta 


OME time before Christmas the superin- 
dent of our school, Dr. Scott (Calgary 
Central Methodist Church) announced 

that in 1907 our gifts would all be for the 

x, and other worthy oL,ccts of charity, it 

ing left to each class to decide what they 
would do. On the Monday evening before 
Christmas, one of the most interesting gath- 
e-ings ever held in our church penne 8 the 
large auditorium was crowded ‘with parents, 
friends and scholars. It was a unique enter- 
tainment and a new feature in our school. 

**It is more blessed. to give than to re- 
ceive’’ was the lesson that was thoroughly 
inculcated into the minds and hearts of the 
little ones as well as the older ones too. The 
usual order was reversed, and instead of the 
former scramble to obtain presents, the 
various classes tried in a friendly and Chris- 
tian way to outdo each other in their giving. 

Each class had some part to take in the 
program, making it a continuous one: One 
of the classes gave $30 for local charity. 
Another sent coal to those needing it ; when 
theis number was called they marched up to 
the platform, two of their members being 
harnessed toa small cart loaded with coal; 
one boy drove the team, while another was 
dressed in overalls, representing the man 
who put it in. One large class of boys came 
on the platform, each carrying a bag of rolled 
oats, and as they laid them down quoted 
passages of Scripture. Another class pur- 
chased a large box of oranges and raisins for 
the poor; another sent several of their mem- 
bers: ahead, and they. arranged an Indian 
teepee on the platform; then the boys 
marched up with something under their 
coats and placed it in the tent, and when 
through, a large card was placed on top 
bearing these words, ‘* Books for the Hill- 
hurst.Sunday-school Library ’’—a new school 
just started. 

A new hospital has just been finished in 
the province of Alberta for the Galatians, 
and as they could not start without funds 
some of the classes collected for this worthy 
object. Oneof the large girls’ classes col- 
lected nearly twenty dollars, and had them 
all arranged in dollars, fifty cents, and quarter 
pieces on a large card to represent stars ; 
another class: had a long banner with new 
doliar bills hanging from it, while others 
brought in towels; sheets, bedding, etc. 

Food, clothing, toys and the like were 
also brought by the children, and over twenty 
families were supplied with Christmas din- 
ners, One of the girls’ classes set a table 
on the platform, placing on it turkey, beef, 
pudding, pies, cake, oranges, and toys, and, in 
fact, enough to supply a family of six or seven 
\:.h their Christmas dinner, and toys for all 
the children. The next -daya number of 


Hints for a Joyous Christmas 


-c oy DECEMBER .5, 1908 


some at the for some care- 
fully sel past 

That year it went to aid the at 
Sa eres Sa tee Se 
ren whose parents (Christians) were 
in the frightful M massacres, 


A representative in their behalf— Miss 
Parléra—had been in this country a little 
time, a native Christian woman, and a charm- 
ing-person. She before our school 
i told the story of the or- 


The Covenant Sunday-school is composed 
of the children of wage-earners,.but it is 
wholly a giving school at Christmas time : it 
gives, not receives presents; and it. is not 
entertained or talked to, but gives its ** serv- 
ice’? to parents and friends. This is rendered 
wholly by the pupils, and is entirely in the 
words of Scripture (memorized) and sacred 
soug. It proceeds automatically—no direc- 
.tions or calls being given, each knowing his 
part and doing ‘it. 

It is a great thing to get rid of the weak 
speaking and writing people do for such oc- 
casions—and have instead, the bracing pas- 
sages.of Scripture, and. it is also a delightful 
thing tobe free from the complimentary re- 
marks with which good-natured people be- 
smear each other at such times, and have 
instead, the uplifting prophecies.and promises! 
And finally, while a “‘ peep show’’ may be 
very well fora holiday-week. entertainment, 


a x= 


Father and Son 
Both Gain Health on Right Food 


A food that will build up the health 
of a man and. that can be digested by a 
baby, certainly has value worth consid- 
ering. 

The following report frotn'.an' Ohio 
wife and mother is to the point and in- 
teresting. 

‘* My husband had suffered great agony 
from stomach trouble at times for five 
years, Finally, after six months in the 
hospital; he was operated on for appen- 
dicitis. 

‘* From that time he grew weaker and 
thinner until, when we brought him home: 
he was reduced from 145 to 108 pounds. 

‘Then he began to eat for breakfast, 
Grape-Nuts with cream and a soft boiled 
egg. For dinner a dish of Grape-Nuts 
and cream, toasted bread and a glass 
of warm milk. For same as 
breakfast with a baked potato, one or 
pe eggs, and a glass of warm 
milk. 

‘* After two months on this diet he had 
nearly regained his normal weight. He 
took out-door exercise, and got plenty of 
sleep. He has no more trouble with his 
stomach, and can eat ony thing. 

‘These results induced us to try Grape- 
Nuts on our six months baby, who from 
birth had been puny. Nothing seemed 
to with him, although we tried the 
whole list of Infant Foods. 

**When I began to feed him Grape- 
Nuts with warm milk poured on to make 
it soft, he weighed only thirteen pounds. 
After six weeks of his new diet he has 
— seven pounds, and is healthy and 

“Ppy ; 
‘*'There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 























Po. ee 








©°BSSON FOR DECEMBER 20 (1 Kings 1 : 4-13) 


For Primary and 











Other Workers 


——— 


it seems an inappropriate — with which 
to celebrate the birth of Christ! 

But the religious service should recieve all 
possible care and study to make it interesting 
and impressive, and then be committed to 
the pupils to render.—/. Cleveland Cady, 
New York City. 


What Some Bright Classes Did 


{GHT little girls of Miss Ward’s fiock 
grou themselves about Santa Claus, 
and ed him down with bean-bags. 

Then by twos, after much deliberation and 
a final nod from their leader, much to his de- 
light, they performed : 


** Bean porridge hot, 
Bean porridge cold, 
Bean ee Hany © in the pot 
Nine days old.” 


(With apologies to Mother Goose's original 
** pease.’” 

Class ©. § brought sugar and told what 
little girls are made of : 


** Sugar and spice, 
And all that's nice." 


Boys next, sturdy youngsters, who bravely 
shouldered their hard-headed cabbages, and 
marched up on the geet with them. 

Miss Darby’s girls, a goodly number, 
brought packages of rice, deposited them 
with Santa Claus, and left one representative 
up there to deliver the following bit of logic : 


* For gruels and puddings and everything nice 
There's nothing so good as a plenty of rice. 
‘The Chinaman living away ‘cross the sea, 
Eats it for breakfast, dinner, and tea. 

And don’t you believe—that that heathen 
Chinee 

Has got a long pig-tail, just like you and me. 

‘Thus stands it to reason, if you will eat rice, 

A queue like Sam Lee’s will be yours in a 
trice."’ 


“+ Junior Baracas,”” called the superin-, 


tendent, when it became known that this 
class had made a packhorse of one lad. 
With each square-cornered package he 
handed over a placard which Santa Claus 
read aloud. ** Chapter I, continued,” 








Living Advertisement 
Glow of Health Speaks for Postum 


It requires no scientific training to 
discover whether coffee disagrees or not. 

Simply stop it for a time and use 
Postum in place of it, then note th¢g 
beneficial effects, The truth will appear.. 

**Six years ago I wasin a very bad 
condition,” writes a Tenn. lady, ‘'I 
suffered from indigestion, nervousness 
and insomnia. 

‘*I was then an inveterate coffee 
drinker, but it was long before I could 
be persuaded that it was coffee that hurt 
me. Finally I decided to leave it off a 
few days and find out the truth. 

‘* The first morning I left off coffee I 
had a raging headache, so I decided I 
must have something to take the place 
of coffee.” (The headache was caused 
by the reaction of the coffee drug— 
caffeine. ) : 

**Having heard of Postum through 
a friend who used it, I bought a package 
and tried it. I did not like it at first but 
after I learned how to make it right, ac- 
cording to directions on pkg., I would 
not change back to coffee i or anything. 

‘*When I began to use Postum I 
weighed only 117 Ibs. . Now I weigh 170 
and as I have not taken any tonic in that 
time I can rey attribute my recovery of 
good health to the use mf Postum in 
place of coffee. 

**My husband says I am a living ad- 
vertisement for Postum. I .am glad to 
be the means of inducing my many 
friends to use Postum, too. 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read “The Road to 
Wellville, ” in pkgs. ‘* There’s a Rea- 
son.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 








**Chapter II, continued,’ ‘*Chapter III, 
continued@,’’ and so on, ‘*Can any one 
ess this? It’s like a continued story.’’ 
en after a whispered word with the lad, 
**A charade. Who'll try to guess?”’ That 
was almost. too much for the audience, but 
finally some one was struck with the bright 
idea that the boxes looked like Hornby’s 
Oats and Pettijohn’s Breakfast Food and all 
the tribe of Force;and what were all these 
but varieties of—* Serial. ine Ves, that was 
right.” : 
Class 9 bictight canned fruit, each jar 
wearing a bonnet of pink tissue-paper, and 
this jingle one of them propounded. 


‘* A canner decidedly canny, 
One morning remarked to his granny, 
A canner can can 
Anything that he can, 
But a canner can't can a can, can he?” 


Likewise Class 10, also of young girls, 
presented this riddle, with onions: 


*** Charge, Chester, charge ! On, Stanley, on!’ 
Were the last words of Marmion. 
If 7 had been where Stanley stood, 
When Marmion urged him to the fray, 
You cduld a certain thing descry, 
Would bring the tears to every eye.” 


Next came a good-sized class of young 
ladies in double-tile, carrying a long pole, 
from which swung four fine chickens, their 
legs bound with broad pink ribbons. This 
was the burden of their song, attuned to 
** Sweet Marie ’’: 


** I’ve a chicken in my hand 
Don’t you see? 
The best in all the land, 
Don't you see? 
Young and tender, big and fat, 
There are none that can beat that,— 
And the feet are for the cat, 
Don't you see? 


REFRAIN. 


‘* Come to me, Chickadee, 
Chickadee, come to me, 
Not because your face is fair, Chickadee, 
But yoiir flesh, so fine and white, 
Gives my hungry soul delight, 
I could eat you up to-night, Chickadee. 


** It is dressed up in its best, 
Don't you see? 
And it goes with all the rest, 
Don't you see ? 
For to feed some hungry soul, 
Is its only aim and goal,— 
So into the kettle roll, Chickadee.” 


—Elizabeth A. Doughty, Matteawan, N. Y. 
“ 


A Christmas “‘ Giving Service ”’ 


ANY a thoughtful worker has been 
perplexed over the problem of the 
Christmas program in the Sunday- 

school. The common exercises,—the Christ- 
mas tree, the red-brick fireplace, the jollities 
of a Santa Claus,—all are pleasant entertain- 
ments and delight the younger scholars, but 
they indirectly foster the spirit of selfishness, 
and so are contrary to the true Christmas 
spirit. How to cease this catering to selfish- 
ness, and yet to bring joy and interest to the 
scholars, has been the problem. 

The school of Trinity Church, Worcester, 
Massachusetts, has, by the program rendered 
this yeaz, taken a long step toward the solu- 
tion. The service was called ‘* A Christ- 
mas Giving Service,”’ and as the name indi- 
‘cates, it was one entirely of giving. The 
common Christmas ‘‘ treat’? to the school, 
with its appeal to selfishness, was abandoned. 


Every class had been asked to give some- ! 


thing for somebody or to some interest out- 
side the Sunday-school, but what the gift 
should be and in what form it should be pre- 
sented at the service had been left for each 
class to decide. An exact statement of the 
purposes in the giving, announced some 
weeks before Christmas, is as follows : 

1. To provide the members of our school 
who would not, otherwise be remembered 
with a Christmas gift, and to be given in 
their own home. 2. To provide otherwise 
for other needy ones known to our deaconess. 
3. To distribute the remainder to memo- 
rial hospital, day nursery, and to similar in- 
stitutions. 4, The money received is to be 


( Continued on next page, third column) 
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Books to give for Christmas 





Eaton & Mains, New York—Jennings & Graham, Cincinnati—Publishers 





has fog and Rela hi A miost rift book. Price, $1.25 net 


Little Stories of Quebec + > Re ae eta Sat a wis 


Ca | Miten. ER. 

thoce strong and simple people made famous by Guibert Farkor and, the old quebee Province 
Geaptisie of their lita, their unaifected revere veverenae for for sacred th: their extreme conservatism, 

thele genlal bonhomee ich makes them beloved by all who know 4s this which the author 





lived in in part w? Fan os 
cating little coun 


In Togo’s Country met, Ecce 


S Seat. one For fourteen years th 


ways and roeetukis thin and heard in that inter- 
sting little ¢ -. Fully ill ilinttrated: “Oty Give i 


fooks of value and beat. €1'59 net; by mail, $1.65 


“= 


e author has 
and his book is filled with the 


t to a friend who loves 





Midsummer Nights Haarrow 
with the Great Dreamer fore “rhe 
cad laterpeotation ot test wonderful 0 


age euperienee of 


Devirative cover. initials €1 99 net; by mail, $1.10 


ne 


SR EES a # bos 


have this little volume of rich apprecia 
ondertal gi allogory, The, gethor te 
as hé jo wi the Holy 
es of excellent teachings. 


ce hnRNA EE TEA AGE RAO 
| | ee Le gra, ot 
ip : 
: 





= ay tem ean 


The Three Crosses acral gt’ cm 


style, with rubricated initials. Contains thref che pane SEY of medi 


m the crucihxion 1 
and and abena, which soryeasafroo 75 net; by mail, 85c. 


of that wonder- 
ting Punishmen ent, Penitence and Holi- ful old allegory) 
as portrayed in the paintings of Durer 











Progress 
For Joy’s Sake Banta Siir Pistapteds 
or Joy § © ie eri? Sohne “tntended to stimalate Batons Beaten Ses iet 
study of that portion of Holy Geri pture, from a devotional point of .| believe ea ae 
view. The m themes of the Epistle have been seleoted and their of this book has ever 
salient features presented in a manner most likely to foster the devout published at the 
tee aivias bound tnt bles oa is a. 2 saree, rel —~ 
vine und in P * olume Ww e 
Sey WU sk <a a 50c. net ; by mail, 55¢. | {nm bound in ne ote 
: a full gilt top, and contains 
not neve he seen 
Write to either address of the |} ote Life of John John Die 
publishers given above for a sm ar, vi 
copy of our Illustrated. Holi, far 


0 ee gee y Bh 








mail, $1.37 


The Pilgrim’s 








Post Cards, Calen- 
Nov-., 
elties, etc. a 
— ‘ORDER THESE BOOKS 
FROM YOUR REGULAR 
~—_— : THE 


potato te A OR 
PUBLISHERS. 











J 














328 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


a - 

Peloubet’s ""Gsik45"" Quarterlies 

{ For over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been conceded to be 

unexcelled, and have won the first place for themselves. 

{ Our corps of editors, comprising REV. ‘F. N. PELOUBET, D.D., REV. 

A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D., MRS. M. G. KENNEDY, and MRS. ANNA L. 

BURNS, stands at the head of Sunday-school writers, and their names guar- 

antee thelr worth. 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 


{ The greatest assistants to teachers who are anxious to present the lessons 
in the most helpful and concise form. 
Superintendents are invited to send for sample Quarteriies and Home Dep 





W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boylston Street, Boston 














When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 





than in any other. 








Our Magazine (Nota Tract) Free if You Fill 
Out and Return this Advertisement. 


American Temperance Life Insurance Association 
D. BE. KNAPP, Manager 

253 Broadway, New York City 

We Pay Our Rapresenentives Li Liberal 


Men Who Don’t Drink 


Can secure 509 more life insurance for the Same money in this company 


That total abstainers are 25% better risks than even 


‘*moderate drinkers ’’ (50% better than drinkers), and that by our plan the 
insured Saves money by not sharing the higher cost of insuring those who 
do drink, is all shown in : 





Name 


Wanvca Everywhere. 
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comfort if you have a 


turn it teo high 


ranted, 


‘= Bathe in Comfort 


A warm bath in a cold room is a “ shivery”’ operation and-is 
extremely liable to cause colds. 


should be kept warm. This is easy and the bath is a 


 paavicrion Oil Heater 


(Equipped with Smokeless Device) 


It may be carried from any other room to the bath room,-which 
it will heat aed you are preparing for the bath. Impossible to 
or too low. The most economical heater you can 
buy—intense heat for 9 hours with one filling. Every heater war- 
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The bathroom above all 








be Rayo Lamp ws 


steady light. Made of brass nian ¢ and nickel plated. 
with the latest improved central draft burner. 
some—simple—satisfactory. Every lamp: guaranteed. 

If you cannot get heater and lamp at your dealer's, write 


Equip 


' to our nea 
ST. 


agency. 


is the best lamp for all- 
round household 


‘OM. COMPANY (Incorporated) 











ur 
Gives a- clear, 


Hand- 








Classified Advertising 


Motion Picture Machines 


Me ION Picture Machines, Film Views, Magic Lan- 
terns, Slides, and 2 oy Wonders For Sale. Cata- 
legye Free. 
Slides, etc. 














e also B 


ic Machines, Films, 
Harbach & Co, a 5 


ilbert St., Phila., Pa. 





For Bible Students 


AdoRE™ ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

EMORY. Mailed free to introduce educational 
ek Mention this paper for leaflets on Memorizing 
Scripture. Memory Library, 14 Park Place, New York. 


Sankey’s Story 


“ MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF THE GOS- 
PEL HYMNS” is the ~_ of Ira D. Sankey’s 

wonderfully interesting. book [es 

reminiscences. 410 eo 24 illustrations. 

fully bound. ice, 51.99) stpaid. The Sunday 

School ‘limes Co., 1031 lnut | St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Real Estate 


CAR for your farm, home, business or other property. 

We have unexcelled facilities for poking quic 
cash sales. If you want. to buy or sell, ite us at 
once. Northwestern Business Agency, Hank of Com- 
merce Building, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Agents Wanted 


AS ENTS make $103.50 per month selling wonderful 

arenes patented scissors and cutlery, 
V.C. Giebner sold 22 pairs in 3 hours ; made $x3 ; 
can do it. We show you how. Free ‘outfit... ‘Thomas 
Manufacturing Co.;84 Home Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


























Miscellaneous 


TENNYSON’ S Poem, .“ Crossing the Bar,” 
original, Handsomeiy engrossed and Hiuininated 
by hand. Cost roo, Engraved and printed in seven 
colors and rich gold. Beautiful! gx 12 inches: rs 
cents. Northrop, Artist, 320 Breadway, New York. 








Pictures 


BEA: AUTIFUL HALF-TONE REPRODUCTIONS 

of Photographs of Hoiy Land Views, Utensils 
and Furnishings illustrating Oriental manners ara 
customs, aig occasional reproductions of famous 
paintings. Pictures for ro cents. These Pictures 
are bac anu rs of the ag = eng **Sunaay School 
Times Lesson. Pictures.”’ have been assorted 
into:packages ot twenty-five ys 3 and will be sold for 
the nominal sum of ro cents; 12 packages (a total of 
300 pictures) for One Dollar ; postage prepaid in either 
case. Send atonce. The Sunday Schooi Times Com- 
pany, rogz Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


you 





Fowler’s Florimel Lotion 


gives a clear, fresh, youthful lexion ; 
cometa, (6s roughness, tan ont sunburn ; quickly heals 





cha hands, face and lips. Its’ purifying and 
emollient properties make Pg skin alikp cece sott, 
smootlt, white, and in its natural heal condition, 
A fragrant, enjoyable toilet aonenesy of felicitous com- 
bination, appearance and quality, 
results and rare satisfaction. Ask 
no substitute. There is nothin 
Artistic ay _ generous ciel 
by mail. Add 

WLER, Man’'f’g Chemist, New London,Conn. 


giving pleasing 
or it, and take 
“just as good.” 

sample bottle free 


















HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of 
Stewart Hartshorn on label. 

Get ** Improved,’’ no tacks required 

Wood Rollers Tin 


Army Auction Bargains 


Tents - $1.90 up Old Pistols - + - $ .50 up 
Shoes - 1.25 * Swords, new - 













Officers’ L758 
Cavalry Sabres =** «(1.50 “ 
U: - a 123 o 
7Sbot Carbine 0“ 8. 
12007 MILITARY CATALOGUE, 260 tesge peom, cow. 
taining thousands of beautoful illustrations—with 1908 
pe ye bn ey and pn ee aed for 15 


PRANCIS BANNERMAN, Sal Broadway, How Tork 


Before you start 
that teacher- 
training class 


{ Be sure to examine our. new 
book, ‘‘ Training the Teacher’’ 
(Schauffler, Lamoreaux,. Brum- 
baugh, Lawrance). 

{7 If you wish, we will send you 
a copy gn approval’; pay for it 
or return it as you choose. 
(Cloth, so cents ; strong paper, 
35 cents, postpaid.) 

§ The Sunday School Times Com- 
patiy, 103! Wainut St:, Phila- 
deiphia, Pa. 











Hints for a Joyous Christmas 
(Continued from preceding page) 


used as needed during the coming year to 

necessary clothing for children who 
otherwise could not attend Sunday-school, 
and to help the deaconess work OG the 


. | poor and needy. 


Every class in the whole school pt DEEP 
heartily with the new plan. 
told that each gift would be publicly pre- 
sented at the ‘‘ giving service,’’ the classes 
vied wholesomely with one another, each 
trying to make its gift the most attractive and 
decorative. 

When Christmas Eve came, almost every 
scholar was in his place, and visitors crowded 
the galleries. The service opened with a 
devotional eight minutes, and with an expla- 
nation of the giving plan. Fifteen minutes 
were given to the story of the birth and boy- 
hood of Jesus. This was illustrated by the 
stereopticon, and told in Scripture recitations 
and in song. Then followed the presentation 
of gifts. The superintendent stood upon the 
platform ready to receive. Inside the altar 
rail were several assistants waiting to arrange 
the gifts on the dozen tables provided for the 
gorges. A processional of all the classes 
or their representatives marched around the 
outside aisles and over the platform, bringing 
their gifts to the superintendent. The first 
were the beginners in the primary depart- 
ment, and after them all the other classes in 
the order of age. ‘The orchestra in the choir- 
loft played as the scholars marched. 

The little’ones came as a band of fairies 
drawing a floral chariot filled with vegetables 
and fruit. After them came almost. every 
kind. of Christmas gift,—dolls and cradles, 
toys of every kind; nuts, candies, and many 
fruits; pies, cakes, and glasses of jelly; 
bask:ts of vegetables; a complete turkey 
dinner ; flour and sugar ; clothing and shoes ; 
shining pennies in bags, and in fancy displays 
of one-dollar bills. 


When all was through, fifty classes and |: 


about four hundred scholars had marched 
across the platform. The tables were a 
great story of genuine Christmas generosity, 
all bright in Christmas color; and arranged 
in avery artistic fashion. Upon the platform 
hung money displays to the value of $152. 
The whole service moved with an increasing 
enthusiasm ; real joy was in every giver’s 
face and heart. And at the close, when a 
vote was taken, it was unanimously declared 
that ‘‘ it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.’’—Frank Ream, Madison, N. /. 


% 


A Christmas Party Contest 


HILDREN of all ages love a contest. 
But these become too much like 
games, ordinarily, to permit their use 

in Sunday-school. At a Christmas party, 
however, they may be made quite a feature, 
always arousing interest, though the leaders 
must see to it that there is the utmost fair- 
ness, and that only friendly rivalry is per- 
mitted. 

For our coming Christmas party I am 
planning several new bits of entertainment, 
among which will be a catechism contest. 
Each grade of the primary pupils and even 
the beginners, learn a certain amount of the 
child’s catechism during the year. So I shall 
stand them all up in a long line around the 
wall, the mothers, teachers, nurses and 
Cradle-Roll babies acting as audience, while 
we *‘spell down ”’ in the old-fashioned way, 
with our questions and answers. 

Of course, the youngest ones will do well 
to stand up for the second question, and they 
shall have liberal applause from the mothers 
and teachers. It wi!l really be a momentous 
thing to. the little people (can you remember 
how you felt when you first stood up ina 
similar row ?), and will serve to give credit 
to those who have been doing faithful work 
in the classes. The one who stands up the 
longest shall have some special honor (not a 
gift) which wiil reward him as he deserves. 

Let me add in this connection that teach- 
ers will. find that a party is all the more en- 
joyable when it is not all play, when it is 
** different some way ’’ from common parties, 
and more in keeping with the place and the 
occasion. 

We have many parlor games, letting them 
suggest their favorites, but we always sing 
our choicest Sunday-school songs for the 
mothers, and have a story told that is appro- 
priate to the Christmas season.—Lee Mc- 
Crae, Birmingham, Ala. 


Having been- 
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The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isa’t light—but anyhow 

*Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO., . 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy ing 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 








go 







SUPERIOR 


OF ALL. 


ioc. DOMESTIC 


WITHOUT = 
ADULTERATION < 














SUCCESSORS TO 
A.B. &E.L. SHAW CO. 
MAKERS OF 
Church Chairs, Pulpits, 
Communion Tables, 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 
81 Causeway St., Boston, Mass. 
Catalogue on yavranes ome 
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erin Bel 





Bell Foundry one 
ae 


BELLS = ae 


Peal McSuane Be Foeunay Co.. Barrmsore, 


THE GREAT-CHURCH 8 | G H T 


For eiectri:, gas, or oil. Send 
1. P. Prink, 5st Pearl St., New York. 


dimensions. Hoo. of Light and 
FUROPE—busy MAN’S TOUR, ONLY $175. 











estimate free. 
A oderate rates Samaras Pe and mort, 
most mm ie y. a once e 
—C. Beaco ot > Boston, Mass. 


When answering sdvertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


Temple Tours, 8 

















LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20 (: Kings rx : 4-13) 





Your Children 
speak the leagues of the twentieth 
century. In school, : are taught the 
“oe Sans pate they 
r > 
should be expected to understand the 
English of the seventeenth century? The 


| ig 
Bible 


in 





nent and writers of all denomi- 
satan Ik nemae of ailaos ool baaeas 
where it is used. 


A postal will bring the booklet—write for it to-day 





2 ene a few models, such as a model of 





37a East 18th St., Hew York 








SUNDAY SCHOOL 


ae ene 


GREAT 





INTRODUCTORY 
PACKAGE ONLY 


10c 

















There’s no more appropriate holiday gift 
than a nice Calendar. 

inere's no Calendar quite so appropriate 
as e 


KEEP SWEET: 
Calendar for 1909 


Arranged by Grant Cotrax TULLAR 


It is an unique combination of Calendar, Year 
Book, Library of cal rose Quota. 
tions, orton Selections, and fifty- of 
the choicest Gospel Songs ever published. 

Just the thing for a Pastor to nt to his 
church members, or the Sunday-school Superin- 
tendent and Teacher to their Sc rs. 

Price, 50 -, postpaid. Special prices in 
quantities to Pastors, Sunday-school Superintend- 
ents and Teachers. 


AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE. Large profits. 
Quick sales, Pleasant employment. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
57 Washington St., 156 Fifth Ave., 
Chicago New York 











Good Christmas 


Bible Directory See 


Contains 5,000 Facts and 17,4 lessages from 

Holy Writ, including the 7¢r# Verse from ey, 

chapter. Ministers, Teachers and Students and 

it invaluable as a, Reference book, in class, 
t a 

















zi Only g0c., 
Dostpaid. yents wanted. Liberal commnladonn 
Seeae b.Co., 27 S. Water St..Rochester,N.Y. 
THE _ “ TABERNACLE HYMNS ” 
LAT —rousing — inspiring —uplifting—spiritual 
CR A oe 
a 4 . fe 
BEST  (*Y* The Evangelical Pub. Go., Chicago. 





) = “in it 2 Ou newspaper. Press, 
a $s. 


Larger, $18. Save money. Print for 
ig profit. 





y Write fi fe i type 
rite factory for press catolog, 3 
paper, etc. The Press Co., Meriden, Conn. 


please 


All easy; rules sent, 





When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





Ask Marion Lawrance — 


(Continued from page 633) 
But it must be used as a flag, without 
marring it with printing or painting. 


STAFFORD SPRINGS, CONN.—We are about 


into our primary department. 
Will you kindly t a few which you con- 
sider the best to n with, and tell me where 
they may be secured ?—E. G. C. . 


There is almost an endless variety of 
models for use in the peeey and junior 
rooms of the Sunday-school. You can 
get a modei of the tabernacle, of the 
seen oye a model of an Oriental house, 
tomb, millstones, water-bottle, and the 
like, of any first-class Sunday-school 
sory house; of apply to The West- 
minster Press, 1319 Walnut Street, Phi- 
ladelphia. = - 


OHI0.—What is the best to deal with 
a teacher who has been a faithful worker, but 
who has been sick for six or eight months, 
and, while. now able to attend, Sunday-school, 
says the doctor — she should not ‘teach far | 
six months yet. ¢ supply teacher is getting 
tired of being supply, and thinks it time the 
regular teacher either took the class or resigned 
to make way for the instalment of a regular 
teacher.—W. W. Y. 

This ought not to take you one mo- 
ment to decide. The largest good tothe 
largest number at the present moment 
should be considered, and nothing else. 
If the teacher who is ill is reasonable 
at all, she will have no complaint to offer 
because her class is given permanently 
to the supply teacher. As the superin- 
tendent you have a responsibility which 
you ought to face squarely, though it is 
not always a ag ey to do it. This 
question is similar to many that come to 
me. The superintendent is often in a 
very tight corner, but his duty is plain, 
if difficult. He ought to have the cour- 
age of his convictions, and do the thing 
that means the largest good to the school, 





NEW..JERSEY.— Please tell us how to get |; 
Sunday 


our scholars to “school on time? 
We have good teachers and they are usually 
on time.—G. D. R. 

Always begin the school exactly on 
time, no matter how ope 4 or how. few 
are present. Teachers who are just on 
time are late. All officers and teachers 
should be ahead of time at least ten 
minutes. Make the first exercise of the 
school very interesting and attractive. 
Close the doors the moment the school 
begins and allow no one to enter until 
a suitable break comes in the program. 
Do not allow anybody to enter during 
Scripture reading or prayer. Indeed, it 
is better to stop everything while late 
comers are being seated, ‘This proced- 
ure will give them a lesson they will not 
forget very soon, and they will learn that 
it is just as wrong to steal other people’s 
time as it is to steal their money. The 
marking of the scholar should in some 
way indicate punctuality as well as 
presence. These suggestions persisted 
in will bring the results sooner or later. 
Don’t give up. 


PENNSYLVANIA.—I have a class of boys nine 
and ten years old. We have no equipment for 
a Boys’ Brigade, and some of the boys say 
they will go to some other Sunday-school un- 
less we can have a Boys’ Brigade. What can 
I do to hold them ?—B. L. 

You can organize your boys without 
having a Boys’ Brigade. here are 
other associations that will be perhaps 
just as helpful, and many of them have 
a military phase similar to the Boys’ 
Brigade. 

I recommend you to write to John C. 
Collins, Secretary of the ‘Friend of 
Boys,” New Haven, Connecticut, for his 
printed matter on boys’ clubs. Write 
also to Hamilton S:. Conant, 602 Ford 
Building, Boston, for printed matter 
about the ‘* Messenger Service.” ‘* The 
Boys’ Life Brigade” would be attractive, 
I am sure, and you can learn about that 
from Thomas Chew, Fall River, Mas- 
sachusetts. Write also to J. H. Killier, 
Des Moines, Iowa, and learn what he 
has to say about the ‘‘ Boys’ Clan of Bible 
School Cadets.” 

The order known as ‘‘The Knights 
of King Arthur” offers excellent mate- 











rial for Sunday-school use, and Frank 
L. Masseck, Potsdam, N. Y., will tell | 
you about it. 


THE SUNDAY! SCHOOL TIMES 








































BIBLE MAKING 
IN AMERICA 


BEGAN WITH 


Tue Hovman Bistes 


The famous self-pronounc- 
ing text originated in the 
Holman Bible. The 
latest editions are the 
Holman Bibles. They are 
made in-every desirable 
‘style and size. 


Tue Houman Bises 


ARE 
RECOGNIZED LEADERS 


by their clear print, fine 
white paper, excellent 
helps, superior materials 
and workmanship, flexible 
bindings. 
They always have 
been and continue 
to be 


THE BEST 
CHRISTMAS GIFT !! 


FAVORITE SOLOS 


Taken from Excell, Gabriel, Kilhorn, Towner, 
McGranahan, Hackleman, and roocthers. Would 
cost $50 to scrap-book them. 271 solos: New solos 








{ $1.00. 


Ask for the HOLMAN | 





wort ce of book many times. Cloth, $1, prepaid. 
HA’ MUSIC CO., Indianapolis, Indiana 


The latest, brightest, and best collection jof Sunday- 
school music, néw and old; D. C. John, D.D., editor, 
Send 35 cents for sample copy and judge for yourself. 
$25.00 per 100; not prepaid. 
IDEAL CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
A unique m, enlivened with brilliant new music; 
D. C. john, D.D., editor. One copy, 8 cents: 
JOHN & EDWARDS, 


100, £5.00. not id. 
Publishers, 4828 Webster Street, Omaha, Neb. 


FAMOUS EVANGELIST’S NEW HYMN BOOK 


Gipsy SmITH 


2. HALLOWED HYMNS 




















FAMILIAR SONGS OF THE GOSPEL 
songs we know and love to sing. 83 best gospel 
songs, words and. music, $3.00 per 100. Sample copy, 
goes in stamps. E. A. K. HACKETT, 107 nN. 
ayne St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 


GIFTS 


all particulars. 





POR CHRISTMAS.— Birthdays, Affec- 
tion; Friendship. To all who send request 
and a two-cent stamp I mail samples and 


Alfred L. Sewell, Nites, Mich. 
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Gye Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, December 5, 1908 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter.”” 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per iich, each 
insertion (fourteen linés to. the inch), For 
detailed information address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon’ Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, _ ae : : 





eee 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following tates, foreithe? oli or 
new subscribers, ‘hese rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, ‘either to 
75 cts. - Separate addasteapior in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per yesr, 
One- copy, ‘or ‘any*number -of 
copies less than five, $1.00 edch, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
‘the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions, 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies  jicnai will bellowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more » in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 2: War- 
wick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly or half- 

early subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 

mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subsctibers. 

Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School ‘Times Company. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs Co., Publishers, 
1038 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


of the 
nion at 








“Instant, Prodigiou 





HOLY 
ORDERS 


By MARIE CORELLI 


T 
| Ak od AO) OL 
| 
would re 


“The story 1 
Pu olel betel MEts MEd agerar: 
proaches the subli 


compares 


y, Mr 


BEST CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


in Books, Calendars, Pictures 


Enclosed is 


, t 
sugges 


Please 
1. New 
booklets desired A Fa ms tad 
end. lc 2. Art Calenders and 
keep | r Pletures (24 pp.) 


ef Permanent Inter: 


ana 
each 


i Books 
est (24 pp.) 


Address 


Fete e eee essen wt eres Betae-ermeceses 


FREDERICK A. STOKES COMPANY 








Publishers, 233.34/ Fourth Ave.. New York 
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New Book 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





From the Presses of 


JENNINGS & GRAHAM, CrnciNNATI 
EATON & MAINS, : New York 





Many il ee Price, $2.00 net ; by mail, 


mmer School of 


READY SHORTLY. 


The Religion of Babylonia and Assyria 
gy an odheobes mye mad remy By Robert W. Rogers, Ph. D. 
oan cred at Harvard Ui oe tery mer Schoclel Theslegy, July, tok "Cth Obie five lectures 


ecology, July, 1908. Cloth. Octavo. 250 pages. 





Py. Hewry Howarp. colies 


ish the epleial lifes 


po ed study of the work of 
Illustrated photographs. 


By Cuasien N. Curtis. Its 
Christian life in ym fn, By 
co uncertain, and 

mail, $1.25. 


the series may 
$7.00 met; by mail, $1 


logical Seminary. stor, 
should be without we c 


for use in Prayer Meetings, Bible 
kram, paper label. 


The Raiment of the Soul. 


the Word of God as his text- 
cher brings forth truth after truth tonour- 
ras met; by mail, #37. 


The Church aad the Slum. 
By Wirttam H. Crawrorp, President Aliegh any Colege, S als 
75 any. by mail, 85c 


An Epoch in the Spiritual Life. 


is to describe the high 
~ Wn ng those who are he- *- 
Cloth. 


Hildebrand: The Builder. 


By Pror. Ernest A. Smrrn. Inthe Men of the Kingdom Series, 
A Yeritical study of the man and his times. Circular describi 
oe | from publishers. Cloth, pager 


Drew Suiaiibie On the Golden Texts 1909 


Short sermons on the keynote of each Sunday-school Lesson 
for the coming year, wy the a wy 4 and Alumni of Drew Theo- 

oa noah eke or teacher 
oth. $r.as net; by mail, $7 


Studies in the Gospel of John. 


Second Series, Chaps. XIM-XXI. By Grorce P. Eckman, D.D. 
Completing the First Series which Eiasees, aad piv last year 

lasses, and private study. 
$1.00 net; by mail, $1.12. 


GOOD 
STORIES 


The Jesuit. 


By Feuic1a ButrzCiarx 
A powerful novel dealing 
with thes: le between 
the Roman and 
the spirit of Modecslen 
rn manifested in 
that Church, with the 
pocees laid mostly in 

ome, Cloth. $1.25 post- 
paid. 





$1.25 net ; by 


The Seed of the 
Righteous. 
a Frank T. ry 
The story of a manly bo ry 
who won out in life’s 
battles. Cloth. Ilus- 
trated. $1.25 postpaid. 


In the Iron Time 


By J. W. Hart. A thrill- 
ing story of love and war 
in the days of Cromwell, 
Cloth. $1.50 postpaid. 





Make Jesus King i 


Aad Other M es to Men. 
By bet ger § ; Moar yee 
ix Straight: s 
wmen on. guamiony al 
ail ng,.into e whic 
the Somer aa thrown all the 
richness of his personal expe- 
rience... Pastors will:find it a 
volume they can use with suc- 


A master! 
before the 


cess, 
Cloth. age. met; by mail, z0c. e 





Christianity 
United States. 


By Jouw F, Govctizr, D. D. 
f address delivered By W. H. 
okyo Conference of 
the World’s Student Christian 
Federation. Givesin a nutshell 
much that busy Christians will 
be glad to know. Cloth, gilt. 
top. soc. net; by mail, 55c. 


inthe | A Pawn in the 
Game. 


Tevensiall 
Story of the adventurotis 
gut 8 played: by a yo 
nglishman in the ae 
game of Napoleon’s con- 
quests, Cloth. $7.25 post- 











ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER OR THE PUBLISHERS 











When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 
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CHALFONTE 


The Boardwalk, the beach, 
the piers and other attrac- 
tions, when combined with 
the comfort and elegance of 
Chalfonte, make a visit to 
Atlantic City at this time 
most delightful. “Write for 





reservations to THE LEEDS 
COMPANY. 
Always Open 
On the Beach 








roots and all. quickly 
lessly, with wo danger ot blood 
& cents at druggists or by mall. 


Giant Chemical Co., Philedelphia. 











Superintendents 
and Teachers! 


I have long been a Su: ntendent and 
Teacher in Sunday know 


how diffi aii ie to find ite sultable 
iw cult i 's " 8! 


~~ ata A 


I HAVE PREPARED. ‘a BEAUTIFUL 
GIFT-BOOK FOR THIS PURPOSE: 


“LOVE” 


is the title. It is brimful of the heart 
of one 5 prose and poem. Ex- 








If you are a Pastor, Gupetasenden: or 
—— the special 
offer | have to . send-me to-da 
— in stamps and will send 
x at on ip aN em back if not 


J. EVELETH GRIFFITH 
368 Congress St., BOSTON, MASS. 




















Gipsy Smith, Camp Campbell eae Dixon 


Sh "Serer ania ae 











100 Wl a year. , helpful 
Ote asks anne TI SEST 
| Christian life; reports from practical and 
pe be Bipg my ete ad toe 
Cetcee tebe ittins we stne 
country. 








THE INSTITUTE TIE, 








| Children at Home 





A Visit from Santa Claus 
By Bessie Burnside 


T WAS Christmas Eve. Two children sat 
by the side of a huge white porcelain 
stove. Both were busy Apprsties, “hsaayed 

home was in one of the old stone in 
the Wilhelm Street, in the city of Berlin. 

Trude lived in the fourth story, Paulin the 
first; but they played together every day, 
and were t friends, Paul was seven 
years old, Trude only five. 

The children talked as. busily as they 
knitted, and there was much to talk about, 
for this was the one night of all the year— 
Christmas Eve. 


smiling, happy children confided to each 
other what they hoped he would bring. 
Trude longed for red shoes, and Paul for a 


alone, for Aunt Emma had been obliged to 
go out and do some late shopping. 

The room in which they were sitting was 
a large one, and served the double purpose 
of dining-room and parlor, and just now the 
table was set for three, for to-night Uncle 
Fritz was coming. . Trude had often spoken 
of her Uncle Fritz to Paul. ‘And he is 
coming to-night,’ she said; *‘oh, I am so 
glad!”’ 

Uncle Fritz lived far away in the Black 
Forest, but, every Christmas Eve brought 
him to Berlin to spend the holidays with 
Aunt Emma and little Trude. 

A loud knock at the door startled the 
children for a moment, But Trude was a 
brave little girl, and putting down her 
bright- colored knitting she immediately 
opened the door. 

Now. whoshould come in but Santa Claus, 
with a huge pack. He was. dressed all in 
fur, and. had a long.white beard and. merry 
blue eyes. Pie children were amazed, But 
there surely was nothing to fear from such a 
good, kind-looking Santa Claus. . 


after the manner of little German. girls, then 
held out her hand, and said; ‘*Good even- 


‘| ing, dear Santa Claus.” 


** Good evening,’’ responded Santa Claus, 
in a strange, deep voice, ‘* Have you been 
a good girl?’’ he inquired kindly. 

** Sometimes I have,’’ sania the child 
gravely. 

‘*Can you pray?’’ he inquired again. 


peated the prayer that every little German 
child learns at Christmas : 

**@ thou dear, loving,. holy Christ.” 

The. boy’s turn came next ; he was greatly 
frightened, but managed to say the prayer, 
though his voice trembled. 

Santa Claus was evidently satisfied, for he 
said: ‘*You are both good children, and I 
have something very nice for you.’’ 


package after package was handed to her. 

** You have eyes just like my Uncle Fritz, 
dear Santa Claus,’ she said, looking straight 
into his face. 

Paul now received his share of presents, 
and both children thanked the good Santa 
Claus most heartily, and, though their arms 
were full of presents, they shook hands with 
him. He seemed pleased, for there was,.a 
merry twinkle in his eyes, and with ‘A 
merry Christmas, children,’’ he took his de- 
parture. 

Shortly after this Aunt Emma returned, 
and was joyfully greeted by the two de- 
lighted children. 

It was now time for Paul to go home, and 


Fritz was expected. 

Another loud knock at the door was heard, 
then cries of joy from Aunt Emma and little 
Trude, for here at last was Uncle Fritz, who 
had come all the way from the Black Forest 
for the holidays. 

Supper over, the Christmas tree was 
lighted, and they gathered round it and sang 
their Christmas songs. The presents were 
distributed, and the happy little Trude sat 
on her Uncle’s knee and'teld him about the 
.. wonderful visit. they, had had from Santa 

Claus, then. suddenly looking up into his 
face, she said gravely,. ‘* Uncle Fritz, you 
: have eyes just like Santa Claus.’ 


‘ . Burraro, N.Y. 





The words Christmas and 
Santa Claus. were often on their lips, and the 





pair of shoes, The two little friends were ; 


Trude |. 
went up to him.at once, curtsied politely, | 


Little Trude folded her hands and re- | 


Oh, how little Trude’s eyes danced, as | 


the hour would soon arrive when Uncle | 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20 (1 Kings 1: : 4-13) 


Do You Hear Well ? 
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Why Was the King Born? (John 18: 
33-37). A Christmas Greeting 
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Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoON.—The aoe was born to fulfil proph- 
ecy (Micah 5 : 1-4). 
Tugs. —To fulfil the covenant (Acts 3: 


22, 26). 
WED.—To subdue disease (Matt. rr ; 2-6). 
THURS.—To overcome Satan (Luke 4: 


1-13). 
FRI.—To pardon sin (John g : 14-21). 
SatT.—To overcome death (1 Cor. 15: 
50-58). 











Quote some of the prophecies of Christ's 
coming. 

What did Jesus say of his kingdom ? 

What is the extent of his kingdom to-day ? 


HE words of the King himself show how 
necessary it was that he should come. 
Loving men as he loved them, know- 

ing how helpless they were of themselves to 
work out their own deliverance from their 
enslavements, realizing his own power to 
save men to the uttermost, hearing the heavy 
murmur of their sorrow, the King could not 
stay away from his people. He had to come 
tothem. Noone else made him come. It 
was his own love which made it impossible 
for him to stay in the peace and glory of his 
heavenly home while his children were in 
need of him and of what he alone could do. 


For what did he come ? 

He came to seek and to save that which 
was lost. 

He came to bring life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. 

He came that men might have life, and 
that they might have it abundantly. 

He came to bear witness of the truth. 

He came a light into the world that men 
might not abide in darkness. 

He came and spake as he did that in him 
men might have peace. 

He came to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. 

He came to show men the Father and 
their way home to him. 

He came to bring in his other sheep, not 
of the Jewish fold, that there might be one 
flock. 

He came not to judge, but to save the 
world, 

He came not to do his own will, but the 


| will of the Father that sent him, For what 


| 
} 
| 





else did Jesus or his apostles say that he had 
come ? 


Now Jesus came to do all these things not 
only nineteen centuries ago, but now. That 
first Christmas Day was in order that in each 
heart to the end of time there might be a 
Christmas Day in which the beloved Saviour 
should be born into tha: heart to do there what 
he came into the world to do on the first 
Christmas. 


** No ear may hear his coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek e5uls will receive him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 


**O holy child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray ; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us to-day. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
‘The great glad tidings tell ; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel."’ 


And he is born in us in order that we may 
bear him to the world. He is Lord and life 
to us that we may share our treasure with ail 
mankind. But we can only share it if we 
possess it. Do we? Have we now the 
treasure of character which he brought, and 
which Alice Jackson put in her little Christ- 
mas verse about a friend ?— 


** Her life was one of sweet simplicity. 
Forgetting self. unconsciously each day 
She taught the lesson of that sweet denial, 
The joy of those who on the altar lay 
Their lives—to take them up again for others 
Who to the world deep joy and gladness 
bring. 
Fulfilling by their dailv lives the message 
Which on the Christmas morn the angels 
sing.”’ 
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The Very Newest Idea in 


PRUDENTIA 
Life Insurance 
A Statement by the President : 


HERE is no other business which bears so important a relation to the welfare of the 
family as that of Life Insurance. The Prudential’s object is to provide for the men 
and women of the United States the most practical form of Life Insurance Protection 

+that which will contribute most completely to the welfare of those for whose benefit Life 
» Insurance is. taken. 
_ With this sincere purpose in mind, The Prudential is issuing a Life Insurance Policy 
which, it is believed, meets more closely the necessities of the family—those who are left 
_ behind when the breadwinner dies—than any other form of Life Insurance before the 
American people to-day. 
It is called the Monthly Income Policy, from the fact that the proceeds, instead of 
being payable in one sum, are paid to the family in a series of checks on the first of each 
month,—and continue for a period.of 20 years or for the lifetime of the Beneficiary if it has 
been so selected. . 
The great advantages of this plan are apparent, Think of being able to leave your 


wife a Monthly Income,—a guaranteed sum which nothing can disturb—not affected by 
hard times, bad judgment in investments—which can eC i 





wwhieb. iil enitie<to her ai Jats every month for twenty years, or her lifetime,—thus enabling her to adjust 
‘the family expenditures, re 


ieving her from all worry and putting poverty out of reach. 
This. is just what the new Monthly Income Policy accomplishes—it pays the rent, the household bills, provides 


- food, clothing,‘ education for the children—perpetuatés your salary in fact—all by a monthly Income which cannot fail. 


THE COST: of this policy is low. For example, if you should be 30 years old you could, by paying The 


Prudential $167.35 per year (which means a saving of only $13.95 per month, or about $3.50 per week), assure to your 


family after your death—$50 Every Month: for 20 years, or $12,000 in all! At slightly higher cost, you could 
make this Income payable to your wife or daughter for her entire lifetime. This is called the Whole Life Plan. 

You can also arrange to confine all your payments to the Company to the first 20 years after taking out the 
Policy. This is called the 20 Payment Life Plan. a 

Now suppose you would like to arrange to protect your own old age—to assure yourself of an Income which 
would start 20 years from to-day, if living, and last for 20 years longer, or—for you as long as you live’ and your wife 
as long as she lives if she survives you. This can be done too, under the Endowment Plan. 

Suppose you and your wife were both 40 years of age: $214.20 per year (a saving of $4.12 weekly) paid to the 
Company for 20 years would provide a guaranteed Income of $25.00 per month, beginning at age 60 and 
continuing as long as either. you or your wife should live,—and in any event for not less than 20 years. | 

Every rate and value in this Policy is absolutely guaranteed—in the Policy itself—while back of it are the great 
resources of The Prudential. 

The success already attending this new Monthly Income Policy proves that it is striking the keynote of popular 
demand. You cannot afford to ignore a method of providing for your family or for your own old age a protection so 
sensible, so sure, so convenient, and so inexpensive. _We wish to tell you what The Prudential can do for You in this 
matter, Write now while the subject is fresh in your mind. We will furnish you full Information—just adapted to 
Your particular case. 

Remember, we believe this to be the greatest plan for the protection of your family ever devised—marking an 
epoch in Life Insurance. You should take advantage of it, for your family’s sake. Write Now to 


The Prudential Insurance Co. 
OF AMERICA ° 


Incorporated as a Stock Company by the State of New Jersey. : President 
Home Office: Newark, N. J. 


In order th2t we shall know where you read this we would appreciate it if you would mention this publication in your letter; 


ie ee 





